4/27/26
Chair Marty and Members of the Committee,
I am writing today to request a full REPEAL of Waiver Reimagine.

The first engrossment of Senate Human Services Budget Omnibus SF4476 contains the full
repeal of Waiver Reimagine. Waiver recipients, their families, and advocates have been
sounding the alarm that Waiver Reimagine will irreparably harm the recipients these
services are intended to help.

Here are the major problems with Waiver Reimagine.

1. Lack of stakeholder input — Despite years of meetings with stakeholders, DHS has
designed Waiver Reimagine without incorporating any meaningful input from
participants. Waiver Reimagine has been designed FOR, not WITH, those with lived
experience.

2. Bias towards institutional placement - Waiver Reimagine assigns individual budgets
based on where a person lives — giving generous budgets to those in corporate,
provider-controlled settings vs. those living in their own or family home. This
inequity will force people towards congregate care, like group homes, and will end
up costing the state MORE money. Budgets should be based on need, not living
setting.

3. Drastic budget cuts for those living in their own or family home — Waiver Reimagine

individual budgets favor those in congregate settings and many living in their own
homes will see budget cuts of 50% or more. One CAC (Community Access Care)
waiver recipient testified that her son’s budget will be cut 80%. She will be forced to
move him into a group home which will cost the state an additional $500.000/year!

And now, Shamus O’Meara, a well-known Minnesota disability rights attorney, has provided
written testimony (to the Senate Human Services committee which | also submitted to this
committee) that Waiver Reimagine violates state and federal law. If implemented, he

predicts participants will seek class action relief to protect their civil rights. There has been
litigation in other states that have implemented this flawed, setting-based waiver redesign.



The Waiver Reimagine budget model is fundamentally flawed and cannot be fixed. If
implemented, it will cause undue harm — people will be forced from their homes and into
more costly institutional care.

Please support the repeal of Waiver Reimagine.
Thank you for your consideration.

Lisa Vala

Disability Voice Advocates — Leadership Team
Parent of 2 adults receiving waivered services
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