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S.F. 3720 contains proposed changes to workers' compensation laws based on
recommendations from the Workers' Compensation Advisory Council.

Sections 1to 6. [88 79.34 to 79.38] describe changes to the Workers’ Compensation
Reinsurance Association’s (WCRA) process for excess surplus distributions and deficiency
assessments and make other technical changes to the WCRA governing statutes under
chapter 79. These sections are effective the day following final enactment.

Section 7. [8 175A.05, subd. 4] Active compensation judges. Authorizes the use of active
compensation judges from the Court of Administrative Hearings to hear Workers’
Compensation Court of Appeals (WCCA) cases under certain circumstances. Specifies the
pay and expenses to be paid to compensation judges performing this service.

Section 8.[8§ 176.011, subd. 15] Occupational disease. Adds psychiatric mental health
nurse practitioners to the list of providers that can diagnose workers’ compensation-related
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Effective for dates of injury on or after October 1, 2026.

Section 9. [§ 176.081, subd. 9] Retainer agreement. Makes technical corrections to adjust
maximum fees for employee attorney retainer agreements consistent with legislative
amendments made in 2024. Applies to dates of injury on or after October 1, 2024.

Section 10.[8§8 176.101, subd. 2a] Permanent partial disability. Amends the dollar amount
multipliers for permanent partial disability (PPD) impairment ratings. Effective for dates of
injury on or after October 1, 2026.

Section 11.[§ 176.155, subd. 1] Employer’s physician. Clarifies that a witness for an

employer’s examination must be an “unpaid” witness. Additionally, each party must defray
the cost of that party’s witness.
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Section12[§ 176.221, subd. 1] Commencement of payment. Amends the timeframe for an
employer or insurer that has commenced payment of compensation, after receipt of notice or
knowledge that the employee’s disability is not the result of a personal injury, to terminate
payment of workers’ compensation benefits by filing a notice of denial of liability. Lengthens
the timeframe from the current 60 days to 90 days. Effective for dates of injury on or after
October 1, 2026.

Section 13. [§ 176.322] Decisions based on stipulated facts. Clarifies authority to issue
decisions based on stipulated facts.

Section 14. Repealer. Repeals sections regarding reinsurance association deficiency (8
79.34, subd. 2a), post-1992 distribution of workers’ compensation reinsurance association
surplus (8 79.361), and distribution of excess surplus (8§ 79.363).
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