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Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage  

658 Cedar Street, Suite G57  
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May 4, 2026 

Chair John Marty, and 
Members of the Finance Committee, Minnesota Legislature  
 

Re: SF 4401: Omnibus Cannabis bill 

Chair and Members of the Finance Committee: 

The Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage submits this letter in strong support of the proposed 
legislation to strengthen and refine Minnesota’s cannabis regulatory framework. This legislation carries 

significant implications for African Heritage communities across the state, communities that have long 
experienced disproportionate harm from cannabis-related enforcement and unequal access to economic 
opportunity. 

For decades, African Heritage Minnesotans have faced some of the highest cannabis-related arrest and 
conviction disparities in the state. These disparities have contributed to barriers in employment, housing, 
education, and family stability. A regulatory system that is transparent, accountable, and equity-centered is 

essential to reversing these harms. The bill’s requirements for ongoing studies, annual market analyses, and 
collaboration with state agencies create a foundation for data-driven oversight that can illuminate disparities and 

guide corrective action. These provisions are critical for ensuring that legalization does not replicate past 
inequities. 

The legislation’s protections against local bans on licensed cannabis businesses are especially important for 
African Heritage communities. Historically, local zoning and permitting practices have limited access to 

commercial corridors and economic development opportunities. By preventing outright prohibitions and 
requiring clear, reasonable standards, the bill helps ensure that African Heritage entrepreneurs and workers can 

participate meaningfully in the emerging cannabis economy. This participation is vital for building community 
wealth, expanding employment pathways, and supporting economic mobility. 

The bill also strengthens consumer protections through clearer labeling, potency limits, and recall authority. 
These measures support the health and safety of African Heritage communities, which often face 

disproportionate exposure to predatory marketing and limited access to culturally responsive health information. 
The inclusion of annual reporting on impaired driving, health system impacts, and secondhand exposure 

provides an important mechanism for monitoring community well-being and ensuring that public health 
strategies are grounded in accurate, up-to-date data. 

Economic opportunity is a central concern for African Heritage Minnesotans. The cannabis industry represents 
a rare chance to build new pathways to ownership, employment, and innovation. By improving regulatory 

clarity and market stability, this legislation helps create conditions in which small businesses, including those 
led by African Heritage Minnesotans, can enter and compete in the market. The Council recognizes that 
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additional equity-focused investments and supports will be necessary, but this bill moves the state closer to a 
fair and functional system. 

The Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage supports this legislation because it strengthens oversight, 

expands transparency, protects public health, and opens the door to more equitable economic participation. 
These changes are essential for ensuring that legalization delivers meaningful benefits to African Heritage 
communities and contributes to a more just and prosperous Minnesota for all. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Sloan | Executive Director  
Lolita Davis Carter | Legislative & Policy Director 
Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

### 

 

The Minnesota Legislature empowered the Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage to ensure that people of African 

heritage fully and effectively participate in and equitably benefit from the State of Minnesota's political, social, and 

economic resources, policies, and procedures. Generally, the Council is charged with the responsibility of: 

• Advising the Governor and the Legislature on issues confronting People of African Heritage; 

• Advising the Governor and the Legislature on statutes, rules, and revisions to programs to ensure that Black 

people have access to benefits and services provided to people in Minnesota; 

• Serving as a liaison to the federal government, local government units, and private organizations on matters 

relating to People of African Heritage in Minnesota; 

• Implementing programs designed to solve problems of People of African Heritage when authorized by statute, 

rule, or order; and 

• Publicizing the accomplishments of People of African Heritage and their contributions to the state.  

 


