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February 26, 2026 
 
Chair Rest and Members of the Senate Taxes Committee, 
 
Metro Cities, representing the shared interests of cities across the metropolitan area at the Legislature and 
Executive Branch, appreciates the opportunity to comment on SF 3589- Rest, which extends the sunset for 
Ramsey and Hennepin Counties to impose a mortgage registry and deed tax, the revenues of which are used 
to support remediation of polluted and contaminated lands, often known as brownfields. 
 
Metro Cities’ policies support funding for redevelopment activities that support cleanup and tax base 
revitalization. Brownfields are abandoned, idled, or underused industrial and commercial properties where 
financing or redevelopment is complicated by actual or suspected environmental contamination.  
 
Redeveloping brownfield properties supports community vibrancy and revitalization, increases the local 
property tax base, increases land values, provides more efficient uses of new or existing public infrastructure, 
and enhances the livability of neighborhoods. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Ania McDonnell 
Government Relations Specialist 


