
 

March 9, 2026 

Senator Ann Rest 

Chair, Senate Taxes Committee 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Capitol, Room 328 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

  

Re: Support of Senate File 3865 

Dear Senator Rest: 

 

Ecolibrium3 is a Duluth-based organization that has worked to match amazing community service 

volunteers with the organizations addressing our most difficult challenges. I write to thank you for hearing 

Senate File 3865 and encourage committee support for its inclusion in the omnibus tax bill.  

 

Reducing burdens to encourage community service in Minnesota is essential for meeting the needs of our 

communities. Ecolibrium3 has seen the impact of AmeriCorps members and strongly supports efforts to 

make community service an affordable choice by removing state tax from living stipends. An investment 

in AmeriCorps volunteers is an investment in Minnesota, with a very high rate of return.  

 

Examples of members whose service would have benefited from this bill: 

 Bella, an AmeriCorps member who wanted to transform her career from the service industry into 

nonprofit community work: Bella worked nights and weekends, so she could afford to serve as 

an Energy Training Corps member and build the skills needed to move to a higher paying 

career. 

 Tracy, a professor of data science that wanted to move to applied community work: Tracy’s 

willingness to serve for a year as an AmeriCorps VISTA allowed the City of Duluth to a complete 

cost-benefit analysis resulting in a $25M USDOT grant to rebuild the main street in a 

disadvantaged neighborhood. 

 Phil, a rural MN resident that wanted to bookend his career with service: Phil first served in the 

1970s as a VISTA and chose to return as a VISTA Leader to mentor the next generation of 

AmeriCorps volunteers. His service has resulted in ongoing support of Minnesota’s Age-

Friendly initiatives in northern Minnesota. 

 

Minnesota needs willing individuals to both defend our state and freedom, and to support community 

members and build the systems needed for all Minnesotan’s to thrive. AmeriCorps service is rewarding for 

the state and the individual. This bill will make it more possible for people to serve and contribute to the 

important work of community organizations.  

 

Thank you for your time and the consideration of the committee. We appreciate your support and look 

forward to working with you to pass this important legislation. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jodi Slick 

Ecolibrium3, CEO 


