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April 15, 2026
Chair Rest and Senate Tax Committee Members,

On behalf of the Minnesota Orthopaedic Society (MOS), representing over 150 members from a
variety of practice and academic settings, | write in support of SF 4986 and to highlight the essential
value of the Hennepin Healthcare System, including the Hennepin County Medical Center.

Hennepin Healthcare serves as a cornerstone of care for patients across Minnesota, particularly
those who are uninsured or underinsured. As a safety-net provider, it ensures access to high-
quality, timely care regardless of ability to pay, protecting vulnerable populations while
strengthening the stability of the statewide health care system.

Equally importantis its role as a premier teaching hospital. HCMC trains orthopaedic surgery
residents, medical students, and other health professionals who go on to practice throughout
Minnesota, often in rural and underserved communities. This training pipeline is essential to
addressing workforce shortages and sustaining access to care statewide.

In addition, HCMC plays a vital role in the management of complex orthopaedic trauma. As a
leading Level 1 trauma center, it provides highly specialized musculoskeletal care that is relied
upon by patients and referring providers statewide. The expertise, infrastructure, and readiness
required to deliver this level of care are significant and extend far beyond the needs of any single
county.

Given its dualrole as both a safety-net provider and a statewide teaching institution, Hennepin
Healthcare serves a mission that benefits all Minnesotans. Its impact reaches well beyond
Hennepin County borders. As such, we believe its financial support should reflect this broader
responsibility and be shared at both the county and state levels.

We urge your support of SF 4986 and to prioritize sustainable funding solutions that recognize
Hennepin Healthcare’s unique and essentialrole in patient care, medical education, and workforce
development. Ensuring its long-term stability is critical to maintaining access to high-quality
orthopaedic and trauma care across Minnesota.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to the health of all Minnesotans.

Sincerely,

L~

Brett Freedman, MD
President, Minnesota Orthopaedic Society



