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April 14, 2026

The Honorable Ann H. Rest, Chair
Taxes Committee

Minnesota State Senate

95 University Avenue W.

Saint Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Rest and Members of the Senate Taxes Committee:

Located in downtown Minneapolis, Hennepin Healthcare is a critical healthcare provider for Minneapolis
residents, and to residents across the state of Minnesota and beyond. Hennepin Healthcare is also
Minneapolis’ largest downtown employer. It is a key part of the state’s healthcare and workforce
infrastructure.

Hennepin Healthcare is the state’s cornerstone safety-net hospital serving low-income, uninsured, and
vulnerable populations. As Minnesota’s busiest emergency department and Level 1 trauma center for
adults and pediatrics, they care for patients in over 100,000 visits annually.

Recent changes to Medicare and Medicaid programs—combined with growing levels of uncompensated
care—puts the Hennepin Healthcare system at significant risk of closure, jeopardizing access to care for
Minnesotans statewide.

All healthcare systems are facing challenges and Hennepin Healthcare System’s role, as the state’s safety
net hospital and as a trauma center serving pediatrics and adults, makes it uniquely vulnerable to these
changes in healthcare policy.

The City of Minneapolis supports Hennepin County’s efforts to find an ongoing, sustainable funding
solution to support Hennepin Healthcare System, Inc. (HHS) as the critical safety net hospital serving

Minneapolis, the State of Minnesota, and surrounding states.

Yours truly,

Jacob Frey
Mayor of Minneapolis



