FIREFIGHTERS

FOR HEALING

4/26

Dear Chair Davids & Chair Gomez and House Tax committee members,

Chair Rest & and Senate Tax Committee,

On behalf of Firefighters For Healing we write to urge decisive legislative action this session to

ensure the continued strength and stability of Hennepin Healthcare, including Hennepin County
Medical Center by passing SF / HF XXX “in support of repurposing the ballpark sales tax to
a health care sales tax.”

When firefighters are burned in the line of duty, the stakes are life-altering. The difference
between recovery and lifelong disability — or even survival — often depends on immediate
access to specialized, expert care. Our members and their families have relied on Hennepin
Healthcare’s Regional Burn Center and trauma services during their most critical moments. We
have seen firsthand the extraordinary skill, compassion, and commitment of the teams who care
for Minnesota’s bravest on the worst days of their lives.

Hennepin Healthcare is not simply another hospital. It is Minnesota’s premier Level I trauma
center for adults and children, home to the state’s regional burn and hyperbaric centers, and a
leading academic medical institution that trains more than half of Minnesota’s physicians. When
catastrophic injuries occur — structure fires, explosions, industrial accidents, multi-vehicle
crashes — communities across our state depend on its full operational capacity.

Firefighters face inherent risks every time they respond to a call. Severe burns require highly
specialized surgical care, intensive monitoring, infection control, skin grafting, rehabilitation,
and in some cases hyperbaric oxygen therapy. These services are complex, resource-intensive,
and not easily replicated. Without a fully supported and financially stable Hennepin Healthcare,
injured first responders could face longer transport times, delayed interventions, and diminished
outcomes.

Beyond individual cases, Hennepin Healthcare plays a foundational role in Minnesota’s
emergency preparedness and public safety infrastructure. Its trauma readiness, burn expertise,
hyperbaric access, ECMO capability, and comprehensive tertiary services ensure that when
disaster strikes — whether affecting a single firefighter or an entire community — the system is
ready.

For the firefighters and families we serve, this issue is personal. We respectfully ask you to
prioritize passage of a Hennepin County health care sales tax to stabilize funding solutions that
secure Hennepin Healthcare’s financial stability and preserve its critical role in Minnesota’s
health care and emergency response infrastructure.
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Jake LaFerriere

Sincerely,
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