HCAPE

HENNEPIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION

OF PARAMEDICS AND EMTS

Chair Rest and Senate Taxes Committee Members,

On behalf of the paramedics, EMTs, and EMT/EMDs of HCAPE, I am writing to urge legislative action this session to
ensure the long-term stability of Hennepin Healthcare (HCMC).

Hennepin Healthcare is not just a county hospital system; it is a cornerstone of Minnesota’s public health infrastructure
and a statewide asset. As Minnesota’s largest Medicaid provider and Level I adult and pediatric trauma center, HCMC
delivers care that no other facility can fully or adequately replace. It is also home to the state’s regional burn and
hyperbaric centers and serves as a leading academic and research institution.

More than 75% of the patients at HCMC are publicly insured or uninsured, and nearly 29% of patients come from outside
Hennepin County. Between 2020 and 2024, 40% of trauma and burn specialty patients that received care at HCMC were
from outside of Hennepin County. In 2024 alone, HCMC absorbed $104 million in uncompensated care while operating
with an average of five days cash on hand. With roughly 75% of its revenue tied to public programs, the financial margins
are structurally thin despite the system’s critical and essential statewide role.

Our members are a part of the vital services provided at HCMC. When patients require advanced trauma care, complex
surgical procedures interventions, ECMO, burn treatment, or 24/7 hyperbaric services, HCMC is there. When we care for
critically injured or severely ill patients, we rely on HCMC to receive those patients and provide specialized care,
advanced capabilities, and clinical expertise to achieve the best possible outcomes. All of these services depend on highly
trained frontline professionals, at all levels of care, whose experience and dedication make lifesaving care possible around
the clock.

As a safety-net institution, HCMC serves a disproportionate share of uninsured and underinsured patients, providing care
regardless of a patient’s ability to pay. Sustainable funding is not just about a balanced budget; it is about protecting
access to lifesaving trauma and specialty services and maintaining a health system that can serve all Minnesotans. One
important component of this effort is the proposed extension of the ballpark tax to support Hennepin Healthcare. Utilizing
this existing revenue stream to stabilize the system represents a practical and responsible approach that avoids creating a
new tax while ensuring that Minnesota’s most critical safety-net hospital remains strong. The services provided by HCMC
benefit not only Hennepin County residents but also patients and communities across the entire state. Ensuring the
financial stability of this institution through tools like the ballpark tax will protect access to trauma care, burn care,
specialty medicine, and the broader continuum of emergency and public health services that Minnesotans rely on every
day.

We respectfully urge your support for legislative solutions that provide long-term structural stability for Hennepin
Healthcare. We stand ready to partner with you to protect this vital institution.

Respectfully,
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Shane Hallow
President
Hennepin County Association of Paramedics and EMTs
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