MINNESOTA ACADEMY of
EYE PHYSICIANS and
SURGEONS

April 13,2026

Senator Ann Rest, Chair

Senator Bill Weber, Ranking Minority Member
Senate Taxes Committee

(electronic delivery)

Dear Chair Rest and Ranking Member Weber:

On behalf of the Minnesota Academy of Eye Physicians and Surgeons (MAEPS), we urge you to support
legislation this session to protect the long-term financial stability of Hennepin County Medical Center (HCMC).

HCMC is central to Minnesota’s emergency eye care system. Minnesota has five adult and four pediatric Level 1
trauma centers, but not all maintain continuous ophthalmology coverage and therefore rely on contingency plans,
including transfer arrangements with hospitals that have 24/7/365 ophthalmic surgical capability. HCMC
provides that essential capacity.

HCMC is a major receiving center for the most serious eye injuries, including those caused by motor vehicle
crashes, gunshot wounds, chemical burns, and fires. It is also a principal source of emergency eye trauma care in
Minnesota, especially in the Twin Cities, where it provides round-the-clock care for adults and children. Without
timely access to this specialized care, patients face a greater risk of permanent blindness or severe visual
impairment.

HCMC is also the state’s largest safety-net hospital providing eye care for underinsured and uninsured
Minnesotans. I[f HCMC is forced to reduce services or close, the consequences will be felt statewide. Minnesota
would lose critical eye trauma capacity, emergency operating room access would be strained, and pressure on
other hospitals would increase significantly.

HCMC plays a vital role in training Minnesota’s future ophthalmologists, most of whom will go on to provide
essential eye care across the state. All 15 University of Minnesota ophthalmology residents train with HCMC’s
trauma and burn services, where they receive their only exposure to Level 1 eye trauma and burn care, and five
first-year residents spend a full year in HCMC hospital services before specializing.

Protecting HCMC means protecting emergency vision care, preserving a critical safety-net provider, and
sustaining Minnesota’s trauma care capacity. We urge you to prioritize legislation that secures HCMC'’s financial

stability and preserves this essential statewide resource.

Sincerely,
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