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Minnesota Senate 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Minnesota Professional Firefighters (MPFF) to express our strong support 
for state funding for Hennepin County Medical Center (HCMC). As a vital healthcare asset not only for 
Hennepin County but for all of Minnesota, HCMC plays a crucial role in the state's emergency medical 
services (EMS) network. Failure to secure adequate funding for this facility could have significant 
repercussions on fire-based EMS and the Minnesota fire service as a whole. 

 

HCMC is recognized as a Level 1 trauma center, providing essential care for critically injured patients, 
including many of our MPFF members who risk their lives every day to protect our communities. 
Numerous firefighters from across the state have relied on the specialized services at HCMC, including 
its renowned burn unit. For instance, one of our past members endured severe burns that ultimately led 
to his retirement. However, his experience inspired him to help others, leading to the creation of 
"Firefighters for Healing," an organization dedicated to supporting burn survivors and their families 
during their stay at HCMC. 

 

The potential closing of HCMC would create a domino effect that could severely impact EMS services 
statewide. As local emergency rooms become overwhelmed with an influx of critically ill patients 
needing transfer to specialized care, wait times will increase, and the crucial support that our firefighters 
currently rely on could diminish. This would compromise the level of care we can provide to our 
communities. 

 

The ramifications of HCMC’s closure would not only affect firefighters but also every resident of 
Minnesota. Emergency services would be strained, leading to longer wait times and risking the quality of 
care for all patients. Ultimately, the costs associated with delayed treatment and increased health 
outcomes would be borne by taxpayers throughout the state. 

 



We urge the state of Minnesota to prioritize funding for HCMC to ensure it remains operational and 
continues its vital services. Investing in HCMC is an investment in the health and safety of all 
Minnesotans. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. We appreciate your support in preserving HCMC as a 
cornerstone of emergency medical services in our state.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott Vadnais 

President 

Minnesota Professional Firefighters (MPFF)   

 
 


