
Protect Minnesota’s trauma care  
and safety-net hospital system:  
Repurpose the ballpark sales tax 

Recent changes to Medicare and Medicaid 
programs — combined with growing levels 
of uncompensated care — put Hennepin 
County Medical Center (HCMC) and the 
broader Hennepin Healthcare system at 
significant risk of closure, jeopardizing 
access to care for Minnesotans statewide.   

Legislative action is needed to stabilize 
Hennepin’s essential health care system. 
Lawmakers must protect the future of 
critical regional and statewide health care 
services by repurposing the ballpark sales 
tax in the 2026 session. 

Minnesotans across the state rely 
on Hennepin’s health care system 
Health facilities in Hennepin County provide 
essential care to residents of the metro region and 
the state of Minnesota: 

• �Minnesota’s busiest emergency department and 
Level 1 trauma center for adults and pediatrics, 
caring for patients in over 100,000 visits annually. 

• �The state’s cornerstone safety-net hospital 
serving low-income, uninsured, and 
vulnerable populations. 

• �An essential teaching hospital training physicians 
who practice across Minnesota. 

• �A medical examiner facility serving Hennepin, 
Scott, and Dakota counties. 

• �NorthPoint Health and Wellness, a multi-specialty 
medical, dental, and mental health center in 
North Minneapolis. 



The future of this essential health 
care system is now at risk 
Hennepin Healthcare System faces severe, 
immediate fiscal cliff as a result of recent federal 
cuts and growth of uncompensated care. The 
system now faces potential closure, at tremendous 
risk to Minnesotans across the state and the 
statewide health system. HHS faces: 

• �$50 million shortfall now just to keep doors open 

• �$100 million annually in uncompensated 
care losses 

• �$1.7 billion in federal cuts over the next decade 

Lawmakers can protect 
Minnesotans by repurposing  
the Ballpark Sales Tax 
The Ballpark Sales Tax was established in 2005 
to build Target Field. Because of strong financial 
stewardship, the stadium bonds will be paid 
off more than a decade early. This creates a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity: refocus the 
existing Ballpark Sales Tax as a Healthcare Sales 
Tax and provide a sustainable funding source 
to protect Minnesota’s most critical safety-net 
healthcare system. 

Our state’s healthcare system 
cannot absorb this loss 
Lawmakers must act now to protect against the loss 
of a healthcare system that is essential to the entire 
state of Minnesota.  

• �Patients from across the state receive care  
in Hennepin County that is uncompensated 

• �Rural hospitals rely on Hennepin Healthcare 
for specialty care — including burn, 
trauma, transplant. 

• �If Hennepin Healthcare is forced to close, rural 
hospitals will face unmanageable growth in 
patient loads.  

• �The lives of Minnesotans are at stake — from the 
injured farmer in southern Minnesota to the child 
in northern Minnesota needing trauma care. 
These services are irreplaceable. 

• �Minnesota cannot afford to lose a Level I trauma 
center that serves the entire state. 

A repurposed ballpark sales tax would: 

• �Extend the existing 0.15% sales tax to a 1 cent 
sales tax. 

• �Dedicate more than 90% of revenues to 
support health facilities and healthcare services 
provided through Hennepin County, including 
approximately $320 million annually for healthcare 
facilities and services. 

• �Ensure continued operation of Hennepin County’s 
Level I trauma center and the regional safety-
net system. 

• �Ongoing support Target Field and  
public infrastructure. 

• �Continue existing support for youth activities and 
extended Hennepin County Library hours. 

The time to act is now
Lawmakers can and must act now to preserve 
essential services by repurposing ballpark sales 
tax. Supporting this measure is not just a fiscal 
choice — it is a moral imperative.  

Together, we can protect Minnesota’s health 
care future. 

Tour Hennepin Healthcare’s campus or ride 
along with Hennepin EMS to see life-saving care 
in action. Contact Susie Emmert (susie.emmert@
hcmed.org) or Jessica Oaxaca (jessica.oaxaca@
hcmed.org) to schedule. 
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