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April 2026 
 
Chair Gomez and Chair Davids and House Tax 
Committee Members 
Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Chair Rest and Senate Tax Committee 
Members 
Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Ave. W. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
 
 
Dear Chairs and Committee Members,  
 
I write today to urge legislators to take decisive action this legislative session to ensure the continued 
strength and stability of Hennepin Healthcare System, including Hennepin County Medical Center. 

Health systems across Minnesota depend on Hennepin Healthcare as a cornerstone of our state’s care 
delivery system. It is Minnesota’s premier Level I trauma center for both adult and pediatric patients, home 
to the state’s regional burn and hyperbaric centers, and a leading academic medical and research institution 
that trains more than half of Minnesota’s physicians. Its role is not optional – it is foundational. 

Ridgeview, like many other regional health systems outside the metro core, relies on Hennepin Healthcare 
to accept transfers of patients whose medical needs exceed the specialty services we are equipped to 
provide. When our patients require advanced trauma care, complex surgical interventions, ECMO, burn 
treatment, or 24/7 hyperbaric services, Hennepin Healthcare is there, regardless of the patient’s ability to 
pay for services. Without its full operational capacity, patients in every region of Minnesota would face 
delayed care, longer transport times, and increased risk during their most critical moments. 

As a state, we must preserve and strengthen our safety net of highly specialized systems like Hennepin 
Healthcare, which serves a disproportionate share of uninsured and underinsured patients. Ensuring its 
long-term sustainability protects not only vulnerable Minnesotans but also stabilizes the broader health 
care system by preventing cost shifting and capacity strain across other hospitals and health systems. 

Please accept this letter of support for the repurposing of the ballpark sales tax to a health care sales tax. 
We respectfully ask that you prioritize this funding solution to secure Hennepin Healthcare’s financial 
stability and preserve its critical role in Minnesota’s health care infrastructure. The health and safety of 
patients across our state depend on it. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Michael J. Phelps 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Ridgeview Hospitals & Clinics 


