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S.F. No. 4986 – Extension and modification of Hennepin County 
local sales tax (as proposed to be amended by the A-6 delete-
everything amendment) 
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This bill extends and modifies the uses of the Hennepin County local sales and use tax, 
initially authorized to fund construction of the Minnesota Twins ballpark.  
 
Section 1. Authority deemed qualifying government for long-term equity investment. 
Provides that the Minnesota Ballpark Authority (“authority”) is a qualifying government for 
purposes of long-term equity investments and allows that, when the authority’s investments 
are managed by Hennepin County (“county”), the authority’s additional long-term equity 
investment limitations are calculated based on the county’s most recent audited statement 
of net position.  
 
Section 2. Ballpark grants. Adds grants for capital improvements to the ballpark or public 
infrastructure within the ballpark development area (defined under current law) to the types 
of grants the authority is authorized to make.  
 
Section 3. Youth sports; library. Provides that expenditures and grants for youth sports and 
library facilities must be made before payment of debt service on bonds issued as provided in 
a later section.  
 
Section 4. Hennepin County health care facilities. Requires the county to appropriate, after 
payments for ballpark grants and libraries and youth sports, $21,000,000 annually to a 
private, nonprofit hospital located in the county that is designated as an adult level I trauma 
hospital and provides statewide ground and air emergency medical transportation services. 
The appropriation must be increased annually by a percentage acceptable to the county.  
 
Requires the county to authorize, by appropriation, the remaining tax revenues for any or all of 
nine enumerated purposes relating to county-owned or operated health care facilities.  
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Section 5. Expenditure limitations. Increases the limit for county payments for capital 
improvement reserves to $9,000,000 annually.  
 
Section 6. Property acquisition and disposition. Provides that the county or its subsidiaries 
may acquire land, air rights, and property interests within the county for health care facilities 
and related infrastructure. 
 
Section 7. Local government expenditures. Adds the provisions of this bill to the county’s 
authorized expenditures. 
 
Section 8. County authority. Adds funding of capital reserves and making capital 
improvements to the intended exercises of the county’s authority with respect to the ballpark. 
 
Section 9. County revenue bonds. Provides bonding authority to the county to fund county-
owned or operated health care facilities. The debt incurred by the bonds is not included in any 
debt limitation applicable to the county. 
 
Section 10. Sales and use tax. Increases the tax rate from .15 percent to .25 percent.  
 
Section 11. Use of tax. Modifies the uses of the tax to require that the revenues be used only 
for stated purposes. In addition to uses allowed under current law, the newly allowed uses 
are grants to the authority for capital improvement expenditures; the $21,000,000 annual 
distribution to a private nonprofit hospital; and appropriations to fund county healthcare 
facilities. Provides that after payment of authorized expenditures, tax revenues may be used 
to establish a fund for reserves adequate to meet future obligations. 
 
Section 12. Reserve for capital improvements. Adds public infrastructure within the 
ballpark development area to the uses of the ballpark capital reserve fund. Increases the 
annual payment requirement to $15,526,000 annually, with the teams’ share approximately 
$6,526,000. Annual payments must be increased by inflation according to an index 
determined by the county.  
 
Effective the day following final enactment.   
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