Northern Midwest Regional Council of Carpenters

Tom Lutz, EST Mike Barnwell, President

April 21, 2026

Dear Chair Rest and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Northern Midwest Regional Council of Carpenters, | am writing to express strong
support for SF 2657, which would extend the City of Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax authority from 2042
through 2060. This extension is vital to maintaining and growing the economic strength of Saint Paul and
the broader region along with maintaining the funding of the STAR program.

Key venues such as the Grand Casino Arena, Saint Paul RiverCentre, and Roy Wilkins Auditorium play a
major role in driving the city’s economy. Continued investment in these facilities would ensure they
remain competitive, attract high-profile events, and accommodate the millions of visitors who contribute
to local businesses each year. Upgrading and modernizing these spaces will enhance their appeal while
creating sustained demand for skilled construction professionals.

These improvements also present a meaningful opportunity to generate high-quality union jobs that
support working families. The projects will employ skilled tradespeople, open pathways to stable middle-
class careers, and deliver long-term economic benefits to communities.

Furthermore, the projected $110 million increase in annual local spending—raising total economic
impact to approximately S600 million—will provide a significant boost to local businesses and job
creation across multiple industries.

Importantly, SF 2657 builds on a funding approach that has already proven effective. Rather than
introducing a new tax, it extends an existing mechanism that has supported critical initiatives. This
dependable funding source allows Saint Paul to continue investing in infrastructure that strengthens
both its economy and workforce.

Without action, these facilities risk falling behind competing markets, potentially resulting in lost events,
jobs, and economic opportunities. By extending this authority, Saint Paul can remain a leading

destination while supporting thousands of workers and their families.

We respectfully ask for your support of SF 2657 and appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Richard Kolodziejski
Political Director MN/ND/SD




