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MINMNESOTA STATE BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL

April 15, 2026

Senator Erin Murphy
Senate Majority Leader

Representative Lisa Demuth
Speaker of the House

RE: Support for funding Grand Casino Arena, St. Paul RiverCentre and Roy Wilkins Auditorium
Dear Majority Leader Murphy and Speaker Demuth,

| write on behalf of the Minnesota State Building and Construction Trades Council, representing over 70,000 women and
men in the construction industry. I’'m writing to express our strong support for the renovation funding package for the
Grand Casino Arena, the St. Paul RiverCentre, and the Roy Wilkins Auditorium.

This $600 million project is more than just a renovation—it's a commitment to the future of St. Paul. These facilities
have been anchors in our state for decades, hosting everything from world-class sporting events and concerts to
community and business gatherings. But as you know, the competitive landscape has changed, and these venues are at
risk of falling behind. This investment is a critical step toward keeping St. Paul vibrant, attracting visitors, and ensuring
our capital city remains a destination for entertainment, tourism, and economic growth.

We are proud that this work will be done under a project labor agreement. That means 2,300 skilled union construction
workers will be on-site—men and women trained in the safest, most efficient building techniques, ensuring that this
complex is built to last. And beyond construction, the workers who maintain these facilities will be paid family-
sustaining wages with strong benefits, strengthening our workforce and supporting middle-class families in the region.

The Xcel Energy Center was originally built in 1999, and while the arena has outlived its competitive prime, its structural
integrity remains strong. That is a testament to the quality craftsmanship of the union tradespeople who built it in the
first place.

This project is about more than just an arena. It has the potential to jumpstart additional economic development
downtown. A strong, thriving entertainment district fuels local businesses—restaurants, hotels, shops—and makes St.
Paul a more attractive place to live, work, and recreate.

We believe this is the right investment at the right time. It puts skilled tradespeople to work, ensures quality jobs in the
long term, and positions St. Paul for a brighter economic future. On behalf of the Minnesota Building and Construction
Trades, | urge you to support this critical funding package.

Sincerely,

Tom Dicklich
Executive Director
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