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Representative Maria Isa Pérez-Vega Senator Sandy Pappas
5% Floor Centennial Office Building 2113 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155
Representative Athena Holllins Senator Clare Oumou Verbeten
5% Floor Centennial Office Building 2101 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Sen. Pappas, Sen. Oumou Verbeten, Rep. Pérez-Vega, and Rep. Hollins:

Minnesota Roller Derby is pleased to express our strong support for your legislation to extend
Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax and invest in making needed improvements to the Grand Casino
Arena and Roy Wilkins Auditorium.

The Roy Wilkins Auditorium has served as our long-time partner and host to our Roller Derby League.

Minnesota Roller Derby (MNRD) is a eight-team flat track roller derby league committed to empowering
women, non-binary and gender-expansive folks. Originally founded as Minnesota RollerGirls on August
31, 2004 by the Donnelly sisters, Minnesota Roller Derby is a member of the Women’s Flat Track Derby
Association (WFTDA). Every Minnesota Roller Derby member is held to the highest standards of
sportsmanship, ethics and good will and must adhere to rules set by the league and by WFTDA. MNRD is
governed by the league, for the league. Members are not paid and a portion of the proceeds raised by the
league is contributed to local charities. The Roy Wilkins Auditorium is an internationally renowned roller
derby venue and the members of MNRD are grateful to have such an incredible space to call home.

These two publicly owned facilities need major renovations and are not only vital to our League but also
to Saint Paul and the State of Minnesota. Rejuvenating these buildings will allow us to continue our long
history and partnership with the complex.

Sincerely,

Aprill Emig
MNRD Board of Representatives
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