400 N Wabasha Street, Suite 240

PORT AUTHORITY Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102

April 27, 2026

RE: Support for SF 2657
Dear Chair Rest and members of the Senate Taxes committee,

On behalf of the Saint Paul Port Authority, | write in strong support of SF 2657, which would
extend the City of Saint Paul’s existing local sales tax authorization through 2060. Along with the
continued funding of the city’s STAR grant programs, this extension will allow the city to invest in
the long-overdue renovation and ongoing maintenance of the Grand Casino Arena, Roy Wilkins
Auditorium and Saint Paul RiverCentre without raising property taxes on residents or businesses.

As an organization focused on economic development, job creation, and long-term fiscal
sustainability, the Saint Paul Port Authority supports strategic public investments that generate
measurable returns. The arena complex generates substantial economic activity for hotels,
restaurants, retailers and service providers throughout downtown and surrounding
neighborhoods, supporting both small local businesses and larger employers. Thousands of
visitors each year come to Saint Paul specifically because of conferences, conventions, concerts,
and sporting events held at these facilities, bringing direct spending and job creation into the local
economy, while providing tax revenues that support critical public services statewide.

Extending the local sales tax through 2060 represents a prudent, forward-looking approach that
protects local taxpayers, strengthens downtown Saint Paul, and benefits the entire state of
Minnesota. We respectfully urge your support for SF 2657 and thank you for your continued
commitment to economic vitality and smart public investment.

Sincerely,

A P

Todd L. Hurley
President
Saint Paul Port Authority



