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PROJECT SUMMARY 

The RiverCentre Arena Complex — comprised of the Grand Casino Arena, Roy Wilkins Auditorium, and Saint 
Paul RiverCentre — is the most prolific driver of economic activity in Saint Paul. 

With the planned expansion, the complex is projected to generate even greater economic returns for Saint 
Paul and the entire state of Minnesota. 

AT A GLANCE 

2.1M 

Annual Visitors (Current) 
Growing to 2.3M+ post-renovation 

 396 

Annual Events (Current) 
Expanding to 435-476 per year 
post-renovation 

 $383M 

Annual Economic Activity 
City impact; rising to $493M post-
renovation 

EVENTS & VISITORS 

 

METRIC CURRENT POST-EXPANSION CHANGE 

Annual Events Hosted 396 435-476 30-70 events/year 

Annual Visitors ~2.1M 2.3M+ +200,000+/year 

The RiverCentre Complex hosts the Minnesota Wild and Minnesota Frost professional hockey teams, nationally 
touring concerts and performances, cultural events, citizenship ceremonies and graduations, State High School 
League athletic tournaments, and exhibitions and trade shows. 

STATE ECONOMIC IMPACT 

 CURRENT POST-EXPANSION 

Annual State Spending Impact $178.2M avg. $268.6M+  

Sustained State Jobs 1,500+ 1,970+ 

Annual State Tax Revenue $25.5M $29M 

State taxes include sales & use, liquor, individual, and corporate income taxes. 

 

The RiverCentre complex is a major driver of statewide economic activity. From 2016 to 2025, the complex 
generated nearly a billion dollars in taxable sales alone not factoring in the significant economic activity 
generated by nearby businesses. 



The annual average state spending impact is approximately $178.2 million, supporting more than 1,500 sustained jobs 
across Minnesota. The proposed expansion is estimated to generate an additional $90 million and 470 jobs in annual 
state impact. 

LOCAL ECONOMIC IMPACT 

The RiverCentre complex historically generates $383 million annually in economic activity for the City of Saint Paul, 
with more than 3,700 direct and indirect jobs. That has generated $8.2 million in annual local tax revenue across sales 
& use, transportation, housing, transit, and lodging taxes. 

After the expansion, the local economic impact is projected to rise to $493 million per year with more than 5,000 jobs 
annually. Total local taxes generated will climb to $10.3 million — nearly a 30% increase. 

 

 CURRENT POST-EXPANSION 

Annual Economic Activity $383M $493M 

Direct & Indirect Jobs 3,700+ 5,000+ 

Annual Local Tax Revenue $8.2M $10.3M 

Local taxes include sales & use, transportation, housing, transit, and lodging taxes. 

 

“The RiverCentre Complex is one of the largest city-owned assets, and we are 
responsible for making sure it continues to anchor our downtown and economy. This 
agreement ensures our facilities remain competitive — attracting top performers, 
cultural events, and, of course, sports. Above all, I am committed to being a good 
steward of taxpayer dollars. This deal is the most sustainable path forward to finish this 
project while honoring that responsibility." 

— Mayor Kaohly Her 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Legislative Request for the City/Team/State Partnership contemplates a $200 million appropriation 
bond authorization. Current estimates from MMB project approximately 16.7M in annual debt service cost, 
an investment that matches current state tax revenues while maintaining a major economic asset. 
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