I AU L MAKING CONNECTIONS THAT COUNT

AREA CHAMBER

401 N Robert Street, Suite 150
St. Paul, MN 55101

April 28, 2026

Senator Ann Rest, Chair
Senate Taxes Committee
Room G-15 Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: St. Paul Area Chamber Support for SF 2657 - Saint Paul Half-Cent Sales Tax Extension
Dear Chair Rest and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the 1,600+ members and affiliates of the St. Paul Area Chamber, | write in support of SF 2657,
extending the City of Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax authority from 2042 to 2060. This legislation supports long-
term investment in downtown assets that drive economic activity in Saint Paul.

The Grand Casino Arena, Saint Paul RiverCentre, and Roy Wilkins Auditorium anchor downtown Saint Paul’s
economy. Together, the complex draws roughly 2 million visitors each year across more than 150 nights of
sports, concerts, conventions, and cultural events. Maintaining that level of activity requires facilities that meet
modern expectations. The proposed renovations will strengthen the visitor experience, support additional
events, and reinforce downtown'’s role as an economic center.

Projected impacts reflect that opportunity. Renovations are expected to generate an additional $110 million in
annual local spending, bringing the total economic impact to roughly $600 million each year. That growth
translates into more jobs, increased foot traffic, and stronger support for the restaurants, retailers, and service
providers that depend on a healthy downtown.

SF 2657 maintains a stable and proven funding mechanism to make these improvements possible. This proposal
does not create a new tax. It extends a long-standing tool that also supports Saint Paul's STAR grant program,
which funds capital and cultural projects throughout the city. This legislation ensures the City can meet its share
of the investment with a reliable funding structure in place.

Extending a sales tax is not a position we take lightly. The alternative—allowing a critical economic driver to fall
behind—would carry far greater consequences for Saint Paul’s businesses and downtown revitalization. The St.
Paul Area Chamber remains focused on a strong and competitive downtown. SF 2657 advances that goal, and
we urge your support.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
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B Kyle
President and CEO
St. Paul Area Chamber
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