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April 21, 2026 
 
 
Representative Maria Isa Pérez-Vega   Senator Sandy Pappas 
5th Floor Centennial Office Building   2113 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155     St. Paul, MN 55155  
 
Representative Athena Holllins   Senator Clare Oumou Verbeten 
5th Floor Centennial Office Building   2101 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155     St. Paul, MN 55155  
 
 
Dear Sen. Pappas, Sen. Oumou Verbeten, Rep. Pérez-Vega, and Rep. Hollins: 
 
On behalf of the Saint Paul Downtown Alliance, I am writing in support of your bills 
extending the City of Saint. Paul’s half-cent sales tax and funding for upgrades to 
the Grand Casino Arena & Roy Wilkins Auditorium. 
 
The Saint Paul Downtown Alliance is a nonprofit organization that represents 
downtown businesses, government entities, residents, and entrepreneurs to build a 
strong and vibrant downtown. 
 
In a post-pandemic era, all downtowns are grappling with the challenge of how to 
attract and retain downtown visitors, businesses and residents.  To help address 
that challenge, the Downtown Alliance, in partnership with public and private 
stakeholders, has developed, and just released, a comprehensive Downtown 
Investment Strategy to revitalize our downtown. This strategy includes supporting 
State investments in renewing these publicly owned facilities. 
 
These two facilities are in need of major renovations and are not only vital to Saint 
Paul but also serve as statewide assets. The arena complex draws over two million 
visitors to Saint Paul each year and is a major driver of economic activity. 
 
These types of investments in public infrastructure are vital as we try to attract and 
retain visitors, residents, employers and employees. 
 
The Saint Paul Downtown Alliance appreciates your support for these important 
statewide assets. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
Joe Spencer 
President 


