UNITE HERE

Local Union No. 17

312 Central Avenue, Suite 444
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Phone: 612-379-4730 Fax: 612-379-8698 e-mail: info@herel7.org

April 21, 2026

Representative Maria Isa Pérez-Vega Senator Sandy Pappas

5" Floor Centennial Office Building 2113 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155
Representative Athena Holllins Senator Clare Oumou Verbeten
5" Floor Centennial Office Building 2101 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Pappas and Chair Lee:
Dear Sen. Pappas, Sen. Oumou Verbeten, Rep. Pérez-Vega, and Rep. Hollins:

UNITE HERE Local 17 respectfully submits this letter in support of your legislation to extend
the City of Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax and to provide critical funding to renovate the Grand
Casino Arena and Roy Wilkins Auditorium.

UNITE HERE is Minnesota’s Hospitality Union! We represent more than 6,000 workers in
hotels, restaurants, sports complexes, convention centers, and the airport in Minneapolis, Saint
Paul, and surrounding suburbs. We are proud to be a diverse union, comprising workers from
many immigrant communities speaking more than 17 languages. Our priorities are to negotiate
great contracts for our members, empower workers to have a voice on the job, and organize non-
union workers. Through organizing, UNITE HERE Local 17 is helping to turn traditionally low-
wage jobs into good, family-sustaining, middle-class jobs.

Over 250 of our hospitality union members are the workers behind the scenes that make marquee
concerts and events happen in both the Grand Casino Arena, RiverCentre and the Roy Wilkins
Auditorium. These venues are in need of major renovations so they can continue to atfract events
and concerts that provide good paying union jobs for our members. For these reasons, UNITE
HERE Local 17 appreciates your support for these important statewide assets.

Sincerely,

Wade Liineburg, \ T

Political Director

Unite Here Local 17
Opeiu#12/WL/jh




