April 23, 2026

Representative Maria Isa Pérez-Vega Senator Sandy Pappas

5™ Floor Centennial Office Building 2113 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155
Representative Athena Holllins Senator Clare Oumou Verbeten
5™ Floor Centennial Office Building 2101 Minnesota Senate Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Sen. Pappas, Sen. Oumou Verbeten, Rep. Pérez-Vega, and Rep. Hollins:

On behalf of the United Hmong Family, we are pleased to express our strong support for your legislation
to extend Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax and invest in needed improvements to the Grand Casino Arena
and Roy Wilkins Auditorium.

The United Hmong Family, Inc. exists to preserve cultural identity through intergenerational
collaboration, involvement of the Hmong clan structure and youth leadership. In support of this mission,
UHEF, Inc. annually hosts the Minnesota Hmong New Year at the St. Paul RiverCentre and Roy Wilkins
Auditorium.

Hmong New Year is the most important cultural celebration for Hmong around the world. Since 1977,
Hmong people have gathered in the city to meet, eat, celebrate the harvest, and enjoy cultural
performances. Though the event is rooted in the agricultural history of the Hmong people and our
religious traditions, it has found a new expression in St. Paul—the home of one of the largest
communities of Hmong outside Southeast Asia. This annual event is not just significant for the Hmong
community in Minnesota, but it brings in families from all around the country and even the world.

Renewal of the arena complex will ensure that future generations can continue to gather, celebrate, and
share in this experience while welcoming visitors from across the country and beyond.

We are grateful for your support of spaces that foster cultural connection and community pride, and we
respectfully encourage your continued leadership on this effort.

Sincerely,

Mee Vang, President



April 23, 2026

Mee Vang, President


