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Re: Visit Saint Paul Support for Saint Paul Half-Cent Sales Tax Extension

Dear Sen. Pappas, Sen. Oumou Verbeten, Rep. Pérez-Vega, and Rep. Hollins:

On behalf of Visit Saint Paul, | respectfully submit our strong support for your legislation to extend
the City of Saint Paul’s half-cent sales tax and to invest in critical improvements to the Grand Casino
Arena, Roy Wilkins Auditorium and Saint Paul RiverCentre.

Visit Saint Paul is the official convention & visitors bureau for Minnesota's capital city. Our mission
is to generate economic growth by effectively marketing the RiverCentre campus, Saint Paul, and the
surrounding region as a preferred convention and tourism destination for all cultures and groups.

Strategic investment in the renovation of Saint Paul’s Entertainment Complex is essential to
advancing this mission. It positions Saint Paul for a future marked by increased capacity to attract
significant events, meetings, and groups, translating directly to economic growth and revitalization.
This strategy is one of the three tactics outlined in Saint Paul’'s Downtown Investment Strategy,
which underscores how critical such investments are to our collective success.

Creating long-term funding for the renovation and maintenance of these city-owned facilities
enables us to enhance the vibrancy and economic resilience of our city, ensuring downtown Saint
Paul remains an exciting, welcoming destination for decades to come. Maintaining modern,
competitive venues ensures Saint Paul remains well-positioned to attract and host events that
entertain, connect and educate attendees from across the state.

Visit Saint Paul appreciates your leadership and support in advancing these important statewide
assets.

Sincerely,

Ja%lmee Lucke Hendrikson

President & CEO, Visit Saint Paul
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