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Senator Ann Rest
Chair, Senate Taxes Committee

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Capitol, Room 328
St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Senator Rest,

Thank you for hearing Senate File 3865. | write in support of the bill and encourage the committee to consider
including it in the omnibus taxes bill.

Conservation Corps of Minnesota & lowa is a conservation focused, workforce development program that
provides AmeriCorps member with skills and training that they apply to the benefit public lands. Our
Corpsmembers improved over 27,000 acres of land in 2024. They also constructed or maintained nearly 400
miles of trails -- equivalent of walking from Des Moines, IA to Duluth, MN! CCMI Corpsmembers’ work benefits
all Minnesota residents. Our lives and our state are richer thanks to these AmeriCorps members’ service.

Senate File 3865 is a simple piece of legislation that can significantly help future members continue to commit
to AmeriCorps service.

Specifically, Conservation Corps Minnesota & lowa supports this bill because CCMI Corpsmembers commit to
serve through AmeriCorps to gain workforce development skills that enable them to secure long-term
employment. By reducing the financial burden to our members for this service, members can have greater
success transitioning to the workforce and reduced economic stress. Reduced economic stress can only help to
improve recruitment and retention, which in turn allows CCMI to have greater community impact.

Perhaps most importantly though, exempting member stipends from Minnesota taxes serves as a recognition
of the public service provided by AmeriCorps members. We owe them a debt of gratitude. One of the ways we
can recognize that is to reduce, however slightly, the debt they incur for their service.

Thanks for your service to our state and we look forward to working with you to pass this important legislation.
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Nalani McCutcheon

Executive Director
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