BUILDING
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MINMNESOTA STATE BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION TRADES COUNCIL

April 13, 2026

Senator Ann Rest

Chair, Senate Taxes Committee
Minnesota State Capitol, Room 328
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155

RE: Support for SF 4986, Support for Hennepin County Medical Center

Dear Senator Rest,

| write on behalf of the Minnesota State Building and Construction Trades Council, representing over
70,000 skilled workers in the trades across our state. We are strongly in support of SF 4986, which
would provide Hennepin County with the resources they need to stabilize one of our state’s most
important health care assets — the Hennepin County Medical Center.

We represent 16 highly skilled tradespeople who work at HCMC maintaining the facility’s infrastructure.
It is a 24/7, 365-day operation that quite literally cannot fail. While those members are few in number,
their work is critical —because HCMC’s role in our community is critical.

And it goes far beyond those 16 workers. The 70,000 members of the Minnesota Building Trades rely on
HCMC.

When a member is injured on a construction site, those injuries can be severe. Recently, following a
structural collapse, an injured member was rescued and transported to HCMC because it is a Level |
trauma center. When workers suffer severe burns—something we train every day to prevent but know
can happen—they rely on the state’s premier burn unit housed at HCMC.

SF 4986 recognizes the unique and essential role that HCMC plays—not just for Hennepin County, but
for the entire state. This is about ensuring that when the worst happens, the best care is there. It’s
about supporting the backbone of our emergency and trauma system. And it’s about making sure
institutions like HCMC remain strong, stable, and ready to serve.

For all of these reasons, we strongly support SF 4986 and urge its passage.
Sincerely,

Tom Dicklich
Executive Director
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