
     
 
April 13, 2026 

 
Senator Ann Rest, Chair 
Senate Taxes Committee 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
Dear Chair Rest, 

 
We write today on behalf of pharmacists, students, residents, fellows, and pharmacy technicians to urge legislators to 
take action this legislative session to ensure the continued strength and stability of Hennepin Healthcare, including 
Hennepin County Medical Center. 

 
Patients across Minnesota depend on Hennepin Healthcare as a cornerstone of our state’s care delivery system. It is 
Minnesota’s premier Level I trauma center for both adult and pediatric patients, home to the state’s regional burn and 
hyperbaric centers, and a leading academic medical and research institution that trains countless Minnesota healthcare 
professionals. Its role is not optional—it is foundational. 

 
Minnesota pharmacists rely on Hennepin Healthcare . . . 

 

 
• Hennepin Healthcare employs nearly 400 dedicated pharmacy professionals and trains dozens of pharmacy 

residents and students each year 

 
• Hennepin Healthcare provides much-needed clinical and community pharmacy services to at-risk patient 

populations. Areas of unique expertise include the pharmacist-led poison center, leadership in acute care, and a 
network of ambulatory pharmacists spread across the community 

 
• Annually, Hennepin Healthcare provides tens of millions of dollars of uncompensated medications to patients 

with socioeconomic barriers and insurance gaps 
 

Ensuring Hennepin Healthcare’s long-term sustainability protects not only vulnerable Minnesotans, but stabilizes the 
broader health care system by preventing cost shifting and capacity strain across other hospitals and health systems. 

 
We respectfully ask your support of repurposing the ballpark sales tax to a health care sales tax that will secure Hennepin 
Healthcare’s financial stability and preserve its critical role in Minnesota’s health care infrastructure. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Benjamin Anderson, PharmD, MPH, FASHP, FMSHP Sarah Westberg, PharmD, FCCP, BCPS 
President, Minnesota Society of Health-System Pharmacists President, Minnesota Pharmacists Association 

 
 


