
 

 

April 13, 2026 

Dear Chair Rest and Members of the Senate Taxes Committee, 

On behalf of Unidos MN, we write in support of SF 4986, a proposal to ensure stable and 

sustainable funding for Hennepin County Medical Center (HCMC), including through the 

expansion of the Hennepin County Ballpark Tax. 

Unidos MN is a grassroots organization that builds power with Minnesota's working families 

to advance social, racial, and economic justice for all. As an intersectional and 

intergenerational organization led by women and multiracial communities, we believe that 

public investments should reflect our shared values—ensuring that all Minnesotans, 

regardless of income, background, or immigration status, can access the care they need to 

thrive. 

Keeping HCMC’s doors open is essential for Minnesota’s health system and our 

communities.  

HCMC serves as a true safety net hospital. It is the nearest and most welcoming provider of 

healthcare services for working families, including many in immigrant and Latino 

communities, who often face barriers to care elsewhere. For many, HCMC is not just an 

option—it is the only place they can turn for emergency and specialty care, and one of few 

options for preventative care. Ensuring HCMC’s financial stability is essential to preserving 

equitable access to care. 

HCMC plays a critical role in training Minnesota’s healthcare workforce. Providers from 

across the state receive training at HCMC, strengthening the development of skilled 

professionals who go on to serve communities in every region. Immigrant and mixed-status 

families are rebuilding communities across the state, and both as patients and providers we 

rely on HCMC’s development of diverse, well trained providers.  



For all of these reasons, Unidos MN urges the Committee to support this proposal. Expanding 

the Hennepin County Ballpark Tax is a responsible use of public financing to advance the 

common good. This approach demonstrates how existing revenue tools can be leveraged to 

protect critical public infrastructure without creating new burdens. It reflects an important 

principle: public dollars should be deployed in ways that generate broad, community-wide 

benefits—not just private gain. Expanding the Hennepin County Ballpark Tax to sustain 

HCMC is not just a fiscal decision—it is a commitment to health equity, community stability, 

and the shared wellbeing of all Minnesotans. 

Thank you for your leadership and for the opportunity to share our perspective. 

 

Sincerely, 

Emilia González Avalos 

Executive Director 

Unidos MN 

 


