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April 7, 2026

Minnesota Senate

Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Committee
95 University Avenue W.

St. Paul, MN 55155

To Chair and Committee Members:

On behalf of Sherburne County, this letter expresses our strong support for Senate File 4920, which
appropriates funding from the Renewable Development Account for the planning and construction
of an anaerobic digester or biomass thermal generation facility in the City of Becker. The bill
enables Liberty Diversified International to pursue locally produced renewable energy through the
conversion of diverted organics into renewable natural gas and biochar or through thermal
generation using biomass, as defined in the legislation.

Sherburne County is navigating one of the most significant energy transitions in Minnesota. The
Sherburne County Generating Station, one of the state’s largest power-producing facilities, has
already retired Unit 2 (2023), with Unit 1 scheduled to retire in December 2026 and Unit 3 in 2030.
This phased draw-down brings substantial economic, fiscal, and workforce implications for both the
City of Becker and the broader region. As these units retire, the County has been actively working

alongside Xcel Energy and local partners to manage land use changes, maintain tax base stability,
and support new industry development.

Major reinvestment is already occurring at the Sherco site, including construction of the Sherco
Solar 1-3 projects and the introduction of large-scale grazing and vegetation management
operations involving more than 1,000 sheep at Sherco Solar 1. The region is also home to
emerging advanced-energy technologies such as the proposed hydrogen production aligned with
the Sherco auxiliary boiler system. These transitions demonstrate both Becker's and Sherburne

County’s commitment to supporting Minnesota’s clean-energy goals while rebuilding a more diverse
and resilient economic base.

New business development and expansions in Becker further demonstrate strong momentum.
Recent projects include expansions in logistics, manufacturing, retail, hospitality, and commercial
services, such as additions at Becker Screen Printing, TJ Potter Trucking, and renovations across
Becker Public Schools. Further, multiple incoming projects like Fairway Ridge Apartments,
Thousand Hills renovations, and future commercial developments including CDM Synergies and



Cemstone continue to diversify and strengthen the City of Becker's and Sherburne County’s
economic base.

These efforts reinforce the region's proactive response to economic change. Within this context, SF
4920 represents a critical opportunity to advance waste-to-energy innovation, strengthen Becker’s
industrial base, and further stabilize the local economy during the Sherco transition. An anaerobic
digester that uses diverted food and organic waste o produce renewable natural gas and
carbon-sequestering biochar, or a biomass thermal energy facility that can provide commercial or
industrial heat, directly supports Minnesota’s broader renewable energy strategy while reducing
landfill volumes and greenhouse gas emissions.

Such a project aligns with Sherburne County’s commitment to environmental stewardship, landfill
abatement, and recycling innovation, as well as our goal of broadening the region’'s energy and
economic portfolio. Investments of this kind will help offset the long-term fiscal impacts associated
with multi-unit retirement at Sherco and will position Becker as a continued leader in Minnesota's
transition to sustainable, locally generated energy. The project also complements ongoing regional
planning efforts, such as cross-county collaboration through Region 7W, to advance shared
economic development priorities.

For these reasons, Sherburne County respectfully urges the Legislature to advance SF 4920. We
believe this project will strengthen the community’s economic stability, support local industry,
reduce waste, and reinforce Minnesota’s leadership in renewable-energy innovation. We stand
ready to support this effort in partnership with the State of Minnesota, the City of Becker, and
Liberty Diversified International.

Please contact our office if additional information or testimony would be helpful.
Sincerely,

R Wty

Bruce Messelt
County Administrator, Sherburne County




