
 

 

Testimony in Support of HF771 and SF486: Investing in Energy Assistance 
for Minnesota Households 

Chair and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Sandra Pyles, and I serve as the Energy Assistance Program 
Director at Community Action Partnership of Ramsey & Washington 
Counties. I am writing in strong support of House File 771 and Senate File 
486 and the opportunity they create to invest in a Supplemental Energy 
Assistance Grant Program for Minnesota households; something that has 
the potential to complement LIHEAP in a meaningful way by filling gaps we 
see every day, especially outside of the traditional heating season. 

I want to start by saying this as simply as possible: THIS MATTERS!  

Every day, we work with households that are doing everything right and still 
struggling to keep up. They are working, raising families, caring for others, 
and still facing impossible choices about their energy bills. And while our 
current program does an incredible job during the heating season, the 
reality is that energy burden does not stop when winter ends. It follows 
families all year long. 

While some states supplement federal LIHEAP funding with additional state 
or non-federal dollars, in most cases, those efforts are inconsistent, limited, 
or used to fill gaps when federal funding runs out. However, what 
Minnesota is considering here could be different. I believe this is a chance 
to make a thoughtful, intentional investment that recognizes energy 
affordability as a year-round issue and will build stability into a system we 
already know works. 

I appreciate that this funding is being positioned within Minnesota’s Energy 
Assistance Program, administered through the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce and delivered by Community Action Agencies. This is the right 
approach. The infrastructure, accountability, and experience are already in 
place to do this work well. We are already reaching households, ensuring 
compliance, and delivering results, so building on this existing structure 
allows us to move forward effectively without reinventing something new. 
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I also want to speak directly about the importance of the 12.5% 
administrative funding part of the bill.  This is not extra; it is essential as it 
will support the staff who process applications, verify information, prevent 
errors, and ensure assistance reaches households quickly and accurately. 
If energy assistance funding is expanded, we must make sure we are also 
supporting the people doing the work. That is what ensures the program 
runs effectively and with integrity. 

And while this proposal may not specifically outline a summer component, I 
would strongly encourage us to think about what this investment could 
grow into. And when it comes to summer or cooling assistance nationwide, 
it is almost always still funded through federal LIHEAP dollars rather than 
through a dedicated, ongoing state investment. 

So, there is a real opportunity here to build toward a summer crisis 
approach, one that supports electric bills and provides access to air 
conditioners and fans for households most at risk. I have personally 
administered a program like this in Ohio, focused on seniors and 
individuals with respiratory conditions, and I saw firsthand its impact. It 
prevented emergencies. It kept people safe. It gave families stability during 
the hottest months of the year. 

Even in conversations with state partners, I believe this option is already 
being considered, and I believe this investment lays the foundation for that 
kind of expansion in the future. 

In conclusion, this supplemental state Energy Assistance Program funding 
is vital, especially at a time when federal funding has remained flat, and 
when there have even been proposals to eliminate it entirely; this kind of 
state leadership is not just important; it is necessary. 

This proposal is practical. It is forward-thinking. And most importantly, it 
reflects the real, everyday experiences of the people we serve. 

I strongly urge your support. 

Thank you. 

Sandra Pyles 
CAPRW Energy Assistance Program Director 
 


