
 
April 8, 2026 
 
Senate Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Committee 
1150 Minnesota Senate Building 
95 University Ave W 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
RE: Senate File 4504 Senate Energy Omnibus Bill 
 
Dear Chair Frentz and Committee Members,  
 
The Center for Rural Affairs is a private non-profit organization that advocates for policies that 
strengthen rural communities in order to create a more vibrant future. We connect rural citizens 
with opportunities to engage in the decisions that affect their lives. Investments in energy 
initiatives can help ensure that rural communities will continue to thrive. 
 
The Center supports Senate File 4504, which includes provisions originally from SF 1710 
(Putnam), as amended. The provisions, located in Article 2, assist in facilitating local 
investments in fertilizer production, reducing the financial impacts on the state’s farms and farm 
businesses. Local production reduces costs associated with transportation while creating local 
economic development opportunities in rural areas.  
 
A portion of Senate File 4504 appropriates a total of $8 million to support research of 
renewable-based hydrogen and ammonia energy systems, exploration of existing and future areas 
of the state that are suitable for ammonia production near energy facilities experiencing curtailed 
power, the development of at least two green fertilizer production facilities, and a system to 
ensure that the fertilizer is being produced with renewable energy. 
 
The proposed green ammonia projects could use power that would otherwise be curtailed, 
providing a win-win in using this energy. Curtailment negatively impacts renewable energy 
projects, as it prevents a system from producing its maximum amount of energy. Counties that 
are home to renewable projects benefit from energy production tax revenue. This revenue, which 
often supports local schools, emergency services, and local infrastructure, is affected when 
energy production is curtailed, resulting in major county income losses.  
 
Minnesota continues to make investments in carbon neutral technology, aiding the state’s move 
towards providing 100% carbon-free electricity by 2040. Taking steps to reduce the state’s 
carbon emissions while supporting rural development and agriculture is essential to mitigating 
and addressing climate change while also providing benefits to rural communities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                                                                                                                                   
Cora Hoffer, Senior Policy Associate 
Savage, MN 


