Dear Senator Frentz,

On behalf of COPAL (Comunidades Organizando el Poder y La Accion Latina) and the
communities we serve across Minnesota, | want to express our sincere gratitude for including
$15 million in funding for the Energy Assistance Program in SF 4504.

This investment means more to our community than we can fully express in a letter. COPAL
serves predominantly Latino and low-income families across the Twin Cities, and energy
affordability is one of the most pressing and immediate challenges our community faces. This
past 3 months alone, our three COPAL navigators received hundreds of calls from families
facing utility shutoffs, parents with children at home being disconnected in the middle of brutal
cold. Many of these families were also navigating immigration fears, job insecurity, and food
insecurity at the same time. For them, the Energy Assistance Program is not a benefit, it is a
lifeline.

We know that only about 25% of eligible households currently receive assistance, and that more
than 90,000 Minnesotans faced utility shutoffs in each of the past two years. The need is
enormous, and your decision to make Energy Assistance a priority in your committee reflects a
genuine commitment to the Minnesotans who are most vulnerable.

We are also deeply aware that $15 million, while meaningful, will not fully meet the scale of the
need, particularly as shutoffs peak between June and September when assistance is not
typically available, and as summers become hotter and more dangerous for elderly residents,
young children, and those with pre-existing health conditions. We encourage you to continue
advocating for as much funding as possible as this bill moves forward, and to support efforts to
expand the program to year-round availability.

Thank you for your leadership and for hearing the voices of communities like ours. We are
grateful, and we are with you in this work.

Respectfully,

Monse Perez Barrios (She/Ella)

Environmental Justice Community Outreach Specialist

COPAL — Comunidades Organizando el Poder y La Accion Latina
www.copalmn.org

3702 E. Lake St., Minneapolis, MN
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