
 
 

 

 

 

 
April 8, 2026 
 
The Honorable Nick Frentz 
Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Committee 
Minnesota Senate 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
Saint Paul, MN 55155  
 
Chair Frentz and Committee Members,  
 
Fresh Energy is a 30-year-old, Minnesota-based nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization. We work to shape 
and drive bold policy solutions to achieve equitable carbon-neutral economies. We appreciate the 
opportunity to offer our perspective on the Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Omnibus bill. We 
would like to highlight and thank the committee for several of the provisions that were included. 
 
First, the emphasis and investment in geothermal projects across Minnesota. In particular, we appreciate 
the inclusion of $2 million for geothermal planning grants (lines 28.3-28.6). Local government leaders, 
especially in smaller communities, have identified feasibility work as a barrier. Continuing to fund this 
program will support projects and grow the workforce in the geothermal industry in Minnesota. We 
additionally appreciate support for geothermal projects at Como Zoo (lines 20.14-20.27) and Macalester 
College (lines 22.18-23.2). 
 
At a time when home maintenance and energy costs are at a historic high, we appreciate the prioritization 
of pre-weatherization investments that keep Minnesotans safe and their homes prepared with the 
efficiency improvements critical to home energy affordability (lines 28.7-28.9). Providing these essential 
improvements prevents larger, more expensive repairs and promotes beneficial health and housing 
stability outcomes.  
 
Minnesota-based ammonia fertilizer production represents an opportunity to protect farmers against price 
volatility and import reliance. We appreciate the inclusion of investments (lines 21.25-22.17, 23.28-25.2, 
25.17-25.27) to promote the onshoring of ammonia production, utilize curtailed wind power, and support 
greater Minnesota. Additionally, we see opportunity in geologic hydrogen and appreciate inclusion of 
funding to study the state’s geologic hydrogen and evaluate its opportunities (lines 23.28-25.2). This will 
support the development of natural hydrogen gas reserves and has the potential to position Minnesota as a 
leader in the research and development of novel pathways for cost-effective hydrogen production. We also 
appreciate the inclusion of an appropriation for the St. Cloud green hydrogen project to further advance 
this work (lines 19.29-20.2). 
 
While we believe that wind, solar and advanced storage are likely to be the bedrock for meeting 
Minnesota’s new 100% carbon free standard, we also recognize that maintaining reliability and 
affordability for our energy system is critical and may require additional technology options for utilities 
and regulators to consider. Advanced nuclear could be one of those options, and a study as proposed by 
this legislation would provide useful information to policymakers and other stakeholders as they work 
toward the goals of reliably and affordably decarbonizing electricity generation (lines 25.29-28.2). 
 



Regarding the one-time reduction of payments to the Renewable Development Account (RDA) (lines 28.10-
28.19), it is important to remember the historical context for the creation of the RDA as part of the 1994 
legislation that led to on-site storage of nuclear waste at Prairie Island. Changes to the RDA payments 
assessed to Xcel Energy, including precedent-setting one-time changes, should only be done in close 
consultation with the Prairie Island Indian Community and other directly affected community stakeholders.  
Fresh Energy looks forward to continuing to work closely with members of this committee and other 
stakeholders. We appreciate the opportunity to share our comments today. 
 
Sincerely,  
Brynn Kirsling 

Director, Legislative and Grassroots Advocacy 

Fresh Energy 

Kirsling@fresh-energy.org 

 


