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Senator Nick Frentz

95 University Ave W.

Minnesota Senate Building, Room 3109
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Chair Frentz,

Fueling Minnesota is a 100-year-old trade association representing the 300 licensed fuel
marketers who own and operate the majority of Minnesota’s 2,500 retail fueling sites. Our
members are primarily multi-generational family businesses and farmer-owned cooperatives
located throughout the state.

We stand in strong support of the language found in Article One of Senate File 4504, which
would create a new preventative reimbursement option within the Minnesota Petroleum Tank
Release Cleanup Fund—commonly known as the Petrofund.

Minnesota has an opportunity to prevent fuel system leaks before they happen, particularly by
addressing aging single-walled, pressurized steel piping still used at about 38% of retail fueling
sites. This outdated infrastructure is prone to corrosion and failure, often leading to costly
environmental damage and cleanup expenses that can reach hundreds of thousands or even
millions of dollars.

The proposal would allow up to $4 million annually from the Petrofund over 10 years to
proactively replace these high-risk systems, reducing the likelihood of releases. By investing in

prevention, the policy protects the environment, avoids business disruptions, lowers long-term
costs, and strengthens the financial sustainability of the Petrofund.

Fueling Minnesota appreciates the inclusion of this language.
Respecitfully,

Tim Gross
Executive Director



