
 

 

April 7, 2026 

 

Chair Nick Frentz  
Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Committee   
Minnesota Senate Building  

95 University Avenue W 
St. Paul, MN 55155   

 

RE: SF 4504 (Frentz) as amended—Senate Energy, Utilities, Environment, and Climate Omnibus Bill 
 
Dear Chair Frentz and Committee Members, 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Great Plains Institute (GPI) to share our organization’s support for SF 4504, as 

amended, as an important step toward making Minnesota a global leader in the production of green ammonia, 
an industry poised for growth in our state with significant agricultural, economic, and environmental benefits. 

GPI is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization with the mission to accelerate the transition to net-zero carbon 
emissions for the benefit of people, the economy, and the environment. We recently published an extensive 
report on the potential of “distributed green ammonia,” or DGA, and included an overview of the economic 

impacts of curtailed wind power in Minnesota and the opportunity for DGA facilities to harness this low-cost 
energy and return dollars to rural MN communities. SF 4504 supports a targeted investment from the Rural 
Development Account (RDA) to help fund applied research and the construction of the first commercial-scale 

DGA facilities in the state. 
 
Minnesota has a strategic opportunity to meet the challenges with current ammonia production—sensitive to 

volatile global fossil fuel markets, requiring hundreds of millions of dollars in import costs, and a large 
greenhouse gas emitting footprint—by transitioning from importing this critical resource to growing its own 
local ammonia industry that leverages the state’s significant advantages, including the country’s leading 
researchers on DGA production. 

 
DGA, produced on-farm or within the agricultural area where it will be used, is a particularly interesting path to 

zero-emissions ammonia for Minnesota because it allows for localizing ammonia production near renewable 

energy projects in Greater Minnesota and the farms where the ammonia is needed. This helps reduce the 
agriculture sector's carbon footprint, including emissions from ammonia transport, and further improves the 
economics of renewable energy generation. Maximizing Minnesota’s existing wind generation infrastructure 

also has important benefits for local governments. Unlike most states, wind project owners in Minnesota pay a 
local production tax based on the turbines’ annual generation, meaning any curtailed generation, is unrealized 

revenue for rural communities. DGA can provide an outlet for curtailed wind generation and create additional 

tax revenue for rural communities. 
 
The SF 1710 provisions included in SF 4504, as amended, make a targeted investment through the RDA, which 
aligns with the RDA’s mission to accelerate solutions that benefit Minnesota ratepayers, reduce emissions, and 

spur rural economic development. The $8 million requested is necessary not only to build new infrastructure, 
but also to support a rigorous certification process, research, and demonstration projects that will be critical to 

scaling commercial production of green ammonia in Minnesota. 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration of SF 4504 as amended. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Val Stori 

Senior Policy Manager, Renewable Energy 
Great Plains Institute 

 

 

 

 


