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April 7, 2026

The Honorable Members of the Minnesota Legislature

Minnesota Senate Energy, Utilities, Environment and Climate Committee
Minnesota House Energy Finance and Policy Committee

Minnesota State Capitol

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Chair Frentz and Minnesota Senate Energy, Utilities, Environment and Climate
Committee,

We are writing to express our sincere gratitude for your support in including SF 3211 in the
Senate Energy Omnibus bill. Learning that the $2.57 million request for our north campus
geothermal and solar project has been included on page 22 of the omnibus bill was
genuinely joyful news — and a direct reflection of the thoughtful leadership this committee
has brought to Minnesota’s clean energy future.

By supporting geothermal infrastructure at Macalester, you are helping to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, promote energy efficiency, and demonstrate the viability of
sustainable heating and cooling systems in our communities.

Projects like this not only contribute to our state’s climate goals but also serve as valuable
models for other institutions and municipalities looking to transition toward renewable
energy sources. Your leadership in prioritizing forward-thinking energy initiatives is deeply
appreciated.

Thank you again for your commitment to a more sustainable and resilient energy future for
Minnesota.

Sincerely,

Erika Schwichtenberg

Director of Government Relations
Macalester College
eschwich@macalester.edu
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