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Senator Frentz, Chair
Minnesota Senate Energy, Utilities, Environment and Climate Committee

| am writing to thank you and fellow committee members for the inclusion of funding in the
Senate omnibus bill directed to the University of Minnesota’s Natural Resources Research
Institute to pursue geologic hydrogen and next generation iron ore studies.

This investment supports advancing our understanding of emerging energy opportunities and
their potential role in strengthening Minnesota’s energy systems, industrial competitiveness and
economic resilience. At NRRI, our role is to provide objective, applied research that helps inform
sound, long-term decision-making and de-risk investment for industry, communities, and
policymakers. This work reflects growing interest across utilities, industry, labor, and regional
stakeholders in exploring new opportunities that align economic development with long-term
energy and resource stewardship goals.

NRRI appreciates your leadership in supporting research that contributes to informed, forward-
looking energy solutions for Minnesota.

Sincerely,

Rolf Weberg

Executive Director

Natural Resources Research Institute
University of Minnesota

Rolf T. Weber, 716-713-1982 (cell) rtweberg@d.umn.edu
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