
   

 

   

 

SUPPORT MINNESOTA’S HUNGER RELIEF NETWORK 
 
March 5, 2026 
 
Dear Members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee: 
 

As food banks and food shelves on the front lines of the ongoing hunger crisis facing our 
state, we write with one voice to express our strong support for SF3904 (Mann), which would 
increase base funding for the Minnesota Food Shelf Program by $5.4 million, and SF3770 
(Boldon), which would create a new Regional Food Bank Program to increase the amount of 
food available at no cost to food shelves throughout the state.  

 
According to 2025 survey data from Second Harvest Heartland, 1 in 5 families in our 

state cannot afford the food they need without assistance. This led to more than 9 million food 
shelf visits in 2025 – setting a new record for the fourth consecutive year -- according to annual 
data collected by The Food Group. Minnesota’s hunger-relief network is strong and resilient, but 
we were not designed to sustain this level of need for such a long period of time, and many of 
us are nearing a breaking point as a result. 

 
SF3904 would help food shelves on the front lines of hunger relief by bringing the base 

funding level for the longstanding Minnesota Food Shelf Program in line with current needs, 
avoiding an effective cut in funding after several years of emergency one-time appropriations. 
These funds provide needed flexibility to food shelves to address their most acute needs, 
whether purchasing food or equipment or hiring staff. 

 
SF3770 would create a new Regional Food Bank Program to assist the five food banks 

serving Minnesota and participating Tribal Nations in sourcing and delivering more food at no 
cost to food shelves and food distribution programs throughout the state. Unlike most states, 
Minnesota does not currently provide funding to food banks to support purchasing, despite the 
critical role they play as the primary source of food for Minnesota’s food shelves.  

 
Food banks and food shelves are doing the critical work of keeping Minnesotans fed, but 

resources have not kept up with demand. That means that there is simply not enough food 
available for Minnesotans who need it today. These bills would help address that imbalance, 
infusing the hunger relief network with tens of millions of pounds of fresh, nutritious, and often 
locally sourced food. In divided times, ensuring everyone can eat should be a unifying goal. 

 
Thank you for your leadership and your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(see next page)



   

 

   

 

Food Shelves 

Food Banks 
Channel One Food Bank, Rochester 
North Country Food Bank, East Grand Forks 
Second Harvest Northland, Duluth 
Second Harvest Heartland, Brooklyn Park 
The Food Group, New Hope 

 

360 Communities, Burnsville 
A Better Road Foundation, St. Paul 
A Place for Hope: Recovery and Wellness Center & Food Shelf, 
Moorhead 
Anoka County Brotherhood Council Inc (ACBC), Anoka 
Basic Needs Food Market, Cottage Grove 
Battle Lake Food Shelf/First National Bank, Battle Lake 
Becker Food Shelf, Becker 
Belle Plain Food Shelf, Belle Plaine 
Bountiful Basket Food Shelf, Chaska and Cologne 
Bread of Life Food Shelf, Minneapolis 
Bricelyn Food Pantry, Bricelyn 
Bridgepointe Community Church Food Pantry, Moorhead 
Calvary Food Shelf, Minneapolis 
Campus Cupboard, Minneapolis 
Canasta Familiar, St. Paul 
CAPI USA, Brooklyn Center 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of St. Cloud, St. Cloud 
CES Food Market, Minneapolis 
Channel One Food Shelf, Rochester 
Chatfield Community Food Shelf, Chatfield 
Chisholm Food Shelf, Chisholm 
Comet's Cupboard, St. Paul 
Community Emergency Assistance Programs, Brooklyn Center 
Community Pathways of Steele County, Owatonna 
CROSS Center of Benton County, Foley 
CROSS Services, Rogers 
Department of Indian Work, Little Canada 
East Side Neighborhood Services, Minneapolis 
East African Dream, St. Cloud 
ECHO Food Shelf, Mankato 
Feeding Our Communities Partners, East Mankato 
Fishes and Loaves Food Shelf /Progressive Baptist Church, St. 
Paul 
Foundation for Essential Needs, Minneapolis 
Garrison Area Caregivers, Garrison 
Gather and Grow Food Shelf, Waconia & Watertown 
Glendale Food Shelf, Minneapolis 
Glyndon Community Food Pantry, Glyndon 
Good in the ‘Hood, Minneapolis 
Grand Meadow Faith Community Food Shelf, Grand Meadow 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness, Minneapolis 
Grygla-Gatzke Food Shelf, Grygla 
Hallie Q Brown Community Center, St. Paul 
Hastings Family Service, Hastings 
Hope for the Community, Blaine 
ICA Food Shelf, Minnetonka 
Interfaith Outreach, Plymouth 
Joyce Uptown Food Shelf, Minneapolis 

Keystone Community Services, St. Paul 
Koochiching County Food Access, International Falls 
La Crescent Food Shelf, La Crescent 
Laporte Community Food Shelf, Laporte 
Linwood Covenant Manna Market, Wyoming 
Living Waters Food Shelf, Sauk Rapids 
Lonsdale Area Food Shelf, Lonsdale 
Maple River Loaves and Fishes Food Shelf, Sauk Rapids 
MCCC Food Shelf, Minneapolis 
McGregor Area Food Shelf, McGregor 
McLeod Food Shelf, Glencoe 
Mi CASA MN, Shakopee 
Monticello Help Center, Monticello 
Mount Olivet Lab School, Inc. (NOURISH), St. Paul 
NCBC Food Shelf, Minneapolis 
Neighborhood House, St. Paul 
Neighborhood Pantry, Inc, St. James 
Neighbors United Resource Center Food Shelf, Granite Falls 
Neighbors, Inc., South St. Paul 
Norway Community Association Food Shelf, St. Paul 
Open Cupboard, Oakdale 
Outreach Food Shelf, Alexandria 
Pillsbury United Communities/Brian Coyle 
Center/Waite House Food Shelves, Minneapolis 
PRISM, Golden Valley 
Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, Mounds View 
Red Wing Area Food Shelf, Red Wing 
Saint Andrew's Community Resource Center, Mahtomedi 
Second Harvest Northland Food Shelf, Duluth 
Shiloh Cares Food Shelf- Northside Community Safety Resource 
Center, Minneapolis 
Sibley County Foodshare, Gaylord 
Simpson Food Pantry, Minneapolis 
The Harbor Food Shelf at Faith Lutheran, Coon Rapids 
The Open Door, Eagan 
The Sanneh Foundation, St. Paul 
The Windom Area Sharing Center, Windom 
Thief River Falls Area Food Shelf, Thief River Falls 
Tri-Community Food Shelf, Cromwell 
United Way of Freeborn County/United Way Welcome Pantry, 
Albert Lea 
Wells Area Food Shelf, Wells 
Vadnais Heights Community Food Program/Lions Club 
Foundation, Vadnais Heights 
Valley Outreach, Stillwater 
VEAP, Bloomington 
White Bear Area Food Shelf, White Bear Lake 
Zumbro Valley Food Shelf, Zumbro Falls 

 


