MY MINNesoTA
OFFICE OF THE FOSTER
YOUTH OMBUDSPERSON

April 6, 2026
RE: SF4635| Foster Youth Federal Benefits Trust Fund Accounts
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

The Office of the Foster Youth Ombudsperson (OOFY) is a neutral, independent state agency that opened in 2024
because of the advocacy efforts of young people with experience in foster care. Our role is to hear concerns about foster
care, prioritizing concerns from foster youth, and to make recommendations to promote the highest attainable
standards of competence, efficiency, and justice for youth in foster care.

OOFY would like to express strong support for SF4635. We are encouraged to see that the critical issue of conserving
federal benefits for foster youth continues to receive the attention it deserves from the legislature.

OOFY’s responsibilities in the version reviewed include the following:

e Receiving documentation of repeated or systemic failures and a companion report from the Department of
Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF).

e Investigating complaints regarding an agency’s failure to assess or apply for benefits.

e Making recommendations to DCYF and the legislature regarding barriers to benefit access.

e Maintaining case records for OOFY investigations.

e Serving on the panel to evaluate and select a financial institution.

The duties clearly align with the responsibilities already determined to be within OOFY’s scope and provide a critical
layer of external review which promotes transparency and accountability and ensures that the intention of the bill—to
preserve funds for their beneficiaries—is fully enacted.

The preservation of federal benefits for foster youth is an issue which has garnered increasing and broad support over
the past few years. The voices of Fosters and nonprofit organizations, Minnesota’s DCYF (report), and the Administration
for Children and Families (press release) are in alignment that funds should be preserved to provide for a foster youth's
future. As stated by participants in the DCYF report, current practices are concerning, “particularly when it is not clear if
other children and youth in foster care who do not receive federal benefits are also required to contribute similarly to
their care expenses.”

We are hopeful that Minnesota will join the 30 states that have taken steps to remedy this practice. Through passage of
this bill, we can create lasting improvements in the lives of those we serve and ensure that Minnesota’s most vulnerable
children have the benefits they are entitled to preserved as they transition into adulthood. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Wm

Ombudsperson for Foster Youth


https://www.lrl.mn.gov/docs/2025/mandated/250146.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/states-are-diverting-earned-social-security.html
https://www.sandiego.edu/cai/advocacy/youth-benefits/

