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March 2026 

Members of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee: 

The undersigned organizations urge you to support SF1412 (Kupec), a bill that 
appropriates $1 million one-time for a prepared meals grant program which would 
deliver an estimated 750,000 prepared meals each year to Minnesotans in need. The 
prepared meals programs supported by this legislation would benefit Minnesotans who 
experience both food insecurity and the inability to reliably cook for themselves, whether 
due to disability, chronic illness, limited mobility, a family crisis, and/or lack of access to a 
kitchen. 

There is a great need for the ongoing funding for a state prepared meals grant program 
included in this bill. One-time appropriations in 2024 and again in 2025 (total $4.3 million) 
supported eight organizations and one tribal nation to launch prepared meal 
programs across the state, a fraction of the initial applicants and illustration of the need for 
prepared meal funding in Minnesota. These programs often reach individuals who face the 
greatest barriers to consistently accessing and preparing food for themselves and their 
households; seniors and older adults, people living with disabilities, or those facing 
immediate hardships and illnesses, helping maintain stability and reducing strain on other 
local resources.  

Current funding expires in June of this year, and the elimination or reduction of programs 
would mean increased pressure on Minnesota’s hunger relief network at 
an extremely unfortunate time. Prepared meals play a critical role in the hunger 
relief system, and demand has increased amid rising food insecurity rates across 
Minnesota and the state set to experience another record-breaking year for 
food assistance needs.  
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In 2025 alone, Fairview received over 31,000 patients who screened positive for food 
insecurity. Second Harvest Heartland’s Kitchen Coalition program distributed 1.3 million 
prepared meals using privately raised funds, but that served a fraction of our neighbors 
who needed them. Food banks and food shelves are working around the clock to 
address the dramatic and unsustainable increase in demand for food assistance, but 
they cannot do it alone. According to new data, 1 in 5 Minnesota families are 
experiencing food insecurity.   

Hunger is also a statewide challenge, with food insecurity rates at record highs 
and virtually identical across the state. Supporting SF 1412 (Kupec) would help 
provide an effective, tested, and transparent statewide response. Appropriating 
ongoing, annual funding for the prepared meals program would help ensure tens of 
thousands of Minnesotans have the food they need, and we urge this Committee’s support 
for it and other bipartisan, long-term solutions to ending hunger in our state.  

 

Thank you,  

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency  

Catholic Charities St. Cloud 

Channel One Food Bank 

Fairview  

Kitchen Coalition 

Minnesota Community Action Partnership  

Open Arms of Minnesota 

Partners to End Hunger Coalition 

Prairie Five Community Action 

The Sanneh Foundation 

Second Harvest Heartland 


