
 
 
 
 

 

March 2, 2026 

 

Health and Human Services Committee​

Minnesota Senate​

St. Paul, MN​

RE: Support for S.F. 0849, S.F. 1412, S.F. 3770, S.F. 3904, S.F. 4061​

​

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Committee,​

​ My name is Ivette Izea-Martinez, Senior Officer of Advocacy at Greater Twin Cities United Way. 

For more than 135 years, our organization has worked to improve lives by mobilizing the caring power 

of communities. We operate at the intersection of direct services, funding, and advocacy.​

​ Through our statewide helpline 211, we continue to see significant increases in food-related 

needs. In 2024, we made 15,309 food-security referrals—a 4% increase from 2023—with sharp spikes 

across Hennepin, Ramsey, Washington, Anoka, and Dakota Counties. January 2026 alone saw 

increases ranging from nearly double to nearly four times previous averages, reflecting a rapidly 

escalating need across the region.​

​ Metro Surge operations have further strained access to food, intensifying impacts on children, 

older adults, immigrant families who qualify for support, and vulnerable Minnesotans. At the same 

time, changes to SNAP eligibility have created new barriers, leaving families unsure whether they still 

qualify, how to access benefits, or how to navigate a complex system. Increased outreach and 

navigation support are essential.​

​ Combined, these bills strengthen SNAP outreach, expand culturally responsive prepared 

meals, and stabilize the statewide food shelf system, providing a comprehensive response to 

Minnesota’s growing hunger crisis. We urge your full support for S.F. 0849, S.F. 1412, S.F. 3770, S.F. 3904, 

and S.F. 4061. Thank you for your leadership and for your commitment to Minnesota families.​

​

Sincerely, 

 

Ivette Izea-Martinez 

Sr. Program Officer-Advocacy​

Greater Twin Cities United Way 

404 South Eighth Street, Minneapolis, MN 55404​ (612) 340-7400​ gtcuw.org 


