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Letters: We need stability to deal with these DHS problems.
Confirm Shireen Gandhi

April 30, 2026
Confirm Shireen Gandhi at DHS

The Minnesota Department of Human Services is in crisis response mode. It’s working to address the serious
fraud allegations while trying not to shut down good providers, it’s dealing with the possible withholding of $3.1
billion of federal Medicaid dollars, it’s figuring out how to implement the draconian new Medicaid requirements
that were part of the “big beautiful bill,” and this is just the tip of the iceberg.

While | have certainly had my disagreements with DHS about some of their decisions, | strongly believe that now
is a bad time to change the leadership of the agency. Shireen Gandhi has been the temporary commissioner of
DHS since February 2025 and was appointed commissioner by the governor in February 2026. She is now subject
to confirmation by the Minnesota Senate.

Out of a commitment to service, she stepped into this role, a role she knew was going to be difficult. | met with
her and two other leaders at DHS about two weeks before | retired. She genuinely wanted to hear my concerns
and my ideas. Next week the Minnesota Senate will meet to decide whether to confirm her as commissioner —
and they should.

We need a levelheaded, intelligent, caring person as the leader of DHS to get us through the next few months.
Right now, we need stability — not another crisis — at DHS to see the state through this most difficult time. Keep
Commissioner Gandhi.

Sue Abderholden, Minneapolis. The writer is a retired longtime mental-health advocate



