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Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee, 

 

AspireMN is a statewide association of children and family serving organizations with delivery of 

care in children’s mental health, child welfare, and a variety of service models oriented to 

provide early intervention for families, meet critical needs and promote family preservation.  

 

We are incredibly grateful for the leadership of this committee, supporting access to children’s 

mental health – especially last year’s passage of a Medicaid outpatient mental health rate 

increase to 100% of Medicare. Unfortunately this incredible bipartisan feat cannot be 

implemented as designed due to language in the federal HR1 that prevents use of the funding 

mechanism. 

 

In 2026 we are once again hopeful as this committee reviews SF4933. This proposal makes an 

important investment in Medicaid outpatient mental health rates by eliminating the 20% masters 

level cutback and allowing for the same service to be paid at the same rate by all trained 

providers, and, by increasing psychological testing codes to 100% of Medicare.  

 

As you are all well aware, our mental health system remains challenged as need continues to 

outpace capacity SF4933 will make a significant impact by focusing rates solutions on some of 

the most universal and valuable services where children, families and all Minnesotans begin 

their journey of mental health care. 

 

Importantly, mental health care works. When children and families are able to experience the 

reassurance of skill building, individualized treatment and coordinated care as needed – they do 

better, both in the short-term and in the long-term. Thank you for your support of SF4933 – an 

important, bipartisan improvement to our mental health system. 

 

Warm regards, 

 
Kirsten Anderson 

Executive Director 

http://www.aspiremn.org/

