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May 1, 2026

Dear Chair Wiklund and Health and Human Services Committee Members,

AspireMN is a statewide association of children and family serving organizations with delivery of
care in children’s mental health, child welfare, and a variety of service models oriented to
provide early intervention for families, meet critical needs and promote family preservation.

Minnesota remains in a precarious and critical place in our relationship with CMS with incredible
risk to loss of Medicaid funding that supports our most vulnerable families. It is imperative

that we demonstrate ongoing commitment to fully implementing the program integrity plans that
have been developed between DHS leaders and CMS. Maintaining the leadership of
Commissioner Gandhi remains very important to fully executing these plans to protect Medicaid
funds for our enrollees.

Our provider community has been working hard in partnership with DHS leadership to comply
with all CMS requirements to demonstrate the integrity of Minnesota’s Medicaid program.
Despite imperfect processes and frustrations experienced on all sides, we are grateful for the
leadership of Commissioner Gandhi in establishing numerous regular meetings and new
communications cadence to increase transparency and responsiveness.

We remain grateful to this committee for the priority you have placed on maintaining the integrity
Minnesota’s Medicaid program, especially in this difficult time. We encourage your confirmation
of Commissioner Gandhi to underscore this commitment.

Sincerely,

Lt Ui

Kirsten Anderson
Executive Director

AspireMN improves the lives of children, youth and families served by member organizations
through support for quality service delivery, leadership development and policy advocacy.
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