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Chair Wiklund, Ranking Minority Member Utke and Members of the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee,

I write in support of SF 4635, a bill that would create protected financial accounts for
youth who are in foster care to ensure that the survivor benefits from their parents can support
their transition into adulthood. The bill would also fund the infrastructure needed to administer
these protected financial accounts, notify youth who are in foster care of the existence of the
benefits, and appropriate money for counties to help fund needed foster care services.

One of the goals of the Office of the Attorney General during my tenure is that our work
should help people afford their lives and live with dignity, safety, and respect. According to the
Minnesota Promise Report, 90% of transition-age Fosters in Minnesota report having less than
$500 available to them in an emergency, from savings, gifts, or loans.

In Minnesota, roughly 1,400 fosters are in care with a disability or due to the death of a
parent(s). These Fosters are often eligible for Supplemental Social Security Income (SSI) or
Survivor Benefits. Sometimes counties and child welfare agencies use this money to fund the
cost of the foster care program. Because of this, young people in foster care lose an average of
$16,000 in benefits that could pay for housing, education, transportation, and other basic needs
as they enter adulthood.

Currently there is no standard structure for Fosters in Minnesota to be made aware of
their SSI/SB eligibility. Because of this many Fosters don’t know if they are even eligible for or
receiving these much-needed benefits. Without access to these funds, Fosters are losing out on
essential resources that could otherwise help them transition into adulthood or cover any number
of living expenses.

SF 4635 introduces accountability and a modicum of financial stability for Fosters by
ensuring these funds are preserved and set aside in savings accounts for the Fosters, or their
caregivers, to access solely for the Fosters’ needs.
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I support this bill because it establishes secure and accountable savings accounts for
Fosters and would appropriate money to avoid creating additional financial burdens on counties.
In the end, it will promote and protect a foster youth’s financial stability and education and help
their transition into adulthood on a more secure footing.

Thank you for allowing me to provide my recommendations with respect to this bill. If
you have any questions or would like additional information, my team and I would be happy to

help in any way that we can.

Sincerely,

Re

KEITH ELLISON
Attorney General






