
 
 
Sen. Omar Fateh  
95 University Avenue W. 
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 3219 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
April 7, 2026 
 
Dear Sen. Fateh:   
 
The Coalition of Recovery Investment (CORI) is dedicated to reducing the harm caused by chemical 
dependency and improving the health of our families, communities, and state and that starts with 
fighting for timely access to substance use disorder (SUD) treatment options.  
 
CORI supports SF3822 that would prohibit prior authorization (PA) and step therapy for medications 
for opioid use disorder (MOUD) in Minnesota public programs. MOUD works. Prior authorization 
delays care and Minnesota should remove red tape so people can start treatment the day they’re 
ready. 
 
Research consistently demonstrates the effectiveness of early intervention and continuous care in 
treating SUD. This is a straightforward “don’t delay lifesaving treatment” policy. Treatment delays can 
be deadly. Opioid use disorder is a condition where relapse risk is high and the window to engage 
someone in treatment can be short.  

National data underscore the urgency: 

• Only about 17–20% of people with opioid use disorder receive MOUD, despite it being the 
gold standard of care.  

• Public health and Medicaid policy analyses consistently describe PA as a barrier involving 
restrictive requirements and administrative friction; removing PA is associated with improved 
access and better continuity of care.  

Minnesota has the opportunity to align policy with medical evidence and public health best practice. 

This proposal does not expand coverage. It does not create new benefits. It simply removes 
unnecessary red tape so that when treatment is covered, it is accessible without delay. 

CORI urges support for this lifesaving legislation. If you have any questions, reach out to CORI’s 
consultant, Sarah Erickson, at sarah.erickson@unitedstrategiesllc.com.  

Sincerely, 
Bill Messinger  
Chair, Coalition of Recovery Investment   
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