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Senator Melissa Wiklund, Chair 
Health and Human Services Committee 
MN State Senate 
May 5, 2026 
 
Dear Chair Wiklund and Committee Members 
 
On behalf of Canvas Health, Inc. I am sending this letter urging the confirmation of DHS 
Commissioner Shireen Ghandi.  
 
Since 1969, Canvas Health has provided hope, healing, and recovery to the people we serve. Our 
integrated programs and services offer coordinated care to people of all ages in their homes, the 
community, and in our clinics. We strive for excellence in clinical care as we serve those living 
with mental illness, substance use disorders, crisis, unstable housing, and trauma. Canvas Health 
is a non-profit, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). 
 
One in four (1:4) Minnesotans are covered by Medical Assistance or MinnesotaCare, making our 
public programs the largest coverage for behavioral health services in the state. We continue to 
experience a more severe behavioral health care access crises coming out of the global 
pandemic than ever before with one in five (1:5) living with a mental health condition. 
 
If Minnesota were to remove our DHS commissioner – the state leader assigned to deliver results to CMS 
as part of our ongoing negotiations – the perceptions for federal oversight do not put Minnesota in 
positive light. Minnesota is striving to demonstrate commitment to compliance with CMS and encourage 
the release of the withhold of $260M and deferral funding of $515M/quarter, removing the leader of this 
work would put our Medicaid program and all who rely on it at risk. 
 
We need stability and overall DHS stability to implement H.R. 1 requirements. The state must 
demonstrate our ability to execute the requirements, both numerous and complex. Department 
leadership is very thin at this point. We need solid leadership like Commissioner Ghandi. 

 
We ask you to consider the harmful impacts removing the leader of our Medicaid right now, 
under one of our state’s most tumultuous and hard times. Please confirm Commissioner Ghandi 
to complete her work with the Department. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and support. 
 
Khu Thao, MSW, PsyD, LICSW, LP 
Chief Executive Officer 

https://www.canvashealth.org/ccbhc-certification/

