
 

May 1, 2026 

Dear Chair Wiklund and Members of the Health and Human Services Committee, 

Touchstone Mental Health provides supportive housing, residential treatment, and community-
based services to adults living with serious mental illness—many of whom have experienced 
homelessness, trauma, and complex health needs. We serve individuals who rely on Minnesota’s 
Medicaid program not just for care, but for stability, dignity, and the opportunity to live in the 
community. 

We are writing in support of the confirmation of Commissioner Gandhi. 

At this critical moment in Minnesota’s negotiations with CMS, continuity in leadership is essential. 
Our state must remain focused on demonstrating compliance and securing the release and 
continuation of federal Medicaid funding. Disruption in leadership risks delaying this progress and 
destabilizing services for the very Minnesotans who depend on them most. 

As a provider of high-risk, high-accountability services, we have experienced firsthand the 
increased expectations for compliance and program integrity. While this work has been complex 
and, at times, challenging, we have also seen meaningful improvements in communication, 
transparency, and collaboration from DHS under current leadership. This partnership has been 
essential in helping providers navigate evolving requirements while continuing to deliver critical 
care. 

Touchstone Mental Health strongly believes that maintaining this collaborative approach with 
Commissioner Gandhi is key to strengthening Minnesota’s Medicaid system. We share a 
commitment to accountability, continuous improvement, and ensuring that services remain 
available to those with the greatest needs.  Medicaid is a lifeline for the individuals we serve. It 
supports housing stability, access to mental health care, and the ability to live safely and 
independently in the community. The stakes for getting this right could not be higher. 

Thank you for your leadership and for your commitment to the health and well-being of 
Minnesotans during this important time. 

Sincerely, 

Ellie Skelton 
Executive Director 
Touchstone Mental Health 

 


