Senator Melissa Wiklund, Chair
Health and Human Services Committee
MN State Senate
May 5, 2026
Dear Chair Wiklund and Committee Members

On behalf of Mental Health Resources, Inc., | am sending this letter urging the confirmation of DHS Commissioner
Shireen Ghandi.

Mental Health Resources, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit serving people with serious and persistent mental iliness in the
community for 50 years. We serve over 13,000 individuals in the state, the majority of which live below the poverty line
and are on Medicaid. Services we provide include Assertive Community Treatment, Mental Health Targeted Case
Management, Outpatient Mental Health, SNBC Care Coordination, and Community Support Program/Drop-In Center.

One in four (1:4) Minnesotans are covered by Medical Assistance or MinnesotaCare, making our public programs the
largest coverage for behavioral health services in the state. We continue to experience a more severe behavioral health
care access crisis coming out of the global pandemic than ever before with one in five (1:5) living with a mental health
condition.

If Minnesota were to remove our DHS commissioner — the state leader assigned to deliver results to CMS as part of our
ongoing negotiations — the perceptions for federal oversight do not put Minnesota in positive light. Minnesota is striving
to demonstrate commitment to compliance with CMS and encourage the release of the withhold of $260M and deferral
funding of $515M/quarter, removing the leader of this work would put our Medicaid program and all who rely on it at
risk.

We are not disputing very real concerns with the Department’s previous and recent state of functioning - oversight,
communication and public trust in managing tax funds. However, we now have clear processes that are advancing and
communication venues to assure Medicaid compliance in this very vulnerable moment Medicaid funding in Minnesota.
While this is certainly imperfect, tearing this new fragile foundation apart now will create more disruption and a much
harder time to bring us out of this situation.

We need stability and overall DHS stability to implement H.R. 1 requirements. The state must demonstrate our ability to
execute the requirements, both numerous and complex. Department leadership is very thin at this point. If we were to
remove our commissioner, we would have nearly impossible options to fill the void.
We know your passion and dedication to our state and residents. We ask you to consider the harmful impacts of
removing the leader of our Medicaid right now, under one of our state’s most tumultuous and hard times. Please
confirm Commissioner Ghandi to complete her work with the Department.
Thank you for your leadership and support.
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Mental Health Resources, Inc
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