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March 5, 2026
Dear Members of the Health and Human Services Committee:

As members of the Nourish MN Coalition, we are pleased to offer our collective support for SF3904
(Mann), which would increase base funding for the Minnesota Food Shelf Program by $5.4 million,

and SF3770 (Boldon), which would create a new Regional Food Bank Program to increase the amount of
food available at no cost to food shelves throughout the state.

Minnesota’s hunger-relief network is strong and resilient, but this is an emergency system that is not
built to keep people fed long-term. According to 2025 survey data from Second Harvest Heartland, 1in 5
families in our state cannot afford the food they need without assistance. This led to more than 9 million
food shelf visits in 2025, breaking records for the fourth consecutive year, according to annual data
collected by The Food Group.

Food banks and shelves simply cannot sustain this level of need. To feed as many Minnesotans as
possible, it is vital that food banks can utilize their purchasing power to their full extent and food
shelves have flexible funds to meet their individual community needs. Consistent, reliable funding will
maximize efficiency and keep Minnesotans fed until they reach true economic stability.

The Nourish MN Coalition envisions a Minnesota where everyone has the resources they need to thrive,
and where everyone’s basic needs are met. This legislation would move us closer to that goal, and it
would make a meaningful impact on the people we serve. For that reason, we urge the Committee’s
support.

Sincerely,

Nourish MN

About us: Nourish MIN s a coalition of Minnesota nonprofits and community partners who engage in a
cross-sector approach to uplift commonsense ideas that reduce poverty, end hunger, increase mobility,
and make housing, healthcare, and childcare affordable and accessible for all Minnesotans.

Nourish MN is a joint initiative of Goodwill Easter Seals of MN, Greater Twin Cities United Way, Minnesota Housing Partnership,
Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs, Minnesota Social Services, Move Minnesota Action, Open Arms, The Food Group, Second Harvest
Heartland, and Valley Outreach of Stillwater.



